First United Methodist Church

34 South Main Street

Rochester, NH 03867

603-948-1179

www.firstumcrochester.org

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services are:
Nursery at 10 a.m.
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Mar ch -R&ltim/ Passion Sunday

150th Anniversary Celebration
The Rev. James McPhee, Superintendent of the Tri-State District of the New

England Conference of the United Methodist Church, is our guest preacher!
PLEASE NOTE: WBEONW| ISIERKAXEOAM ON THI
SPECI AL DAY

March -B®&uamMdy (Holy) Thursday W

Communi on

Join us as we welcome our sisters and brothers from First Church, Congrega-
tional UCC, to worship with us at 7:00 PM. “Maundy” is derived from the Lat-
inMa n d a whictlmmeans mandate or command. This worship experience
reminds of the Last Supper and Christ’s new commandment to “love one an-
other.”

March -GOoéh Friday Worship at 7
This quiet, reflective, and meditative service reminds us of the sacrifice of Je-
sus on the cross and the darkness that covered the land at his death.

ApridEASTER SUNDAY
6 AM Sunrise Service at 130 T

8 AM anddlldOe nAM c al Festive East
handbel |l s, choir and brass mus



Feed the Need
To being disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

O@RSNQOR BNQMDC

Dear Friends,

Christ’s message is one that breaks through borders of nation and creed, not with
military might, but with the power of love. We see over and again in scripture how
Christ does this. He teaches about a kindly Samaritan, a Syrophoenician woman
who needed help and hope, a foreign prostitute, a turncoat Tax Collector, and a Ca-
naanite’s faith among others. In our own time, we are charged with spreading the
message of a loving God not only across borders, but through enacting Christ’s love
in fresh ways in our own world and in our daily lives. Ultimately, that is what it
means to be resurrection people, and that is what the season of Lent leads us to-
ward. The following poem by Ann Hostetler is a thoughtful meditation on the value
of the message of the living Christ for our own time.

Resurrection
A young man walks

at the edge of the Arabian Sea
son of a deposed governor
homeless refugee

all day he listens

to the stories of other refugees
he knows Somali Arabic English
translates for the UN

he himself has survived
the crossing to Yemen
on a pirate ship

for what?

Barely a man himself

he decides the fates of families

who is worthy of work of protection
whose children get to eat

he tells his story

to a young woman working for peace
The light moves through her

her family offers to help
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Save the Dat

On Sunday, Mar cthi shbph Rev.
Sudar shana Devadhar will be at
| ead worship at both services,
time of fellowship and refresh
On Sunday, Mar ch 25tve, wPall
havdeNE SERVICE ONLYOat DIOAtMri ct
i ntendent, Rev. James McPhee w
years in our cur rJeinm wcihlur cbhe bpur
and shar i ndge diinc actuiro nr éc ell uenbcr haet o nC
will follow in Hurd Hall

The next -Upo BSpuendday wi | | be
18tTthh.ank you to all who share
especially to those who made s
to enjoy.

The Annual Spring

wi | IMab/e 5

19



Planning for Worship

Mar c h-Tdhteh Third Sunday in Lent,
Texts: Exodus 20:1-17, John 2:13-22

Pastor Jeff’s Message: “Following Directions”

Theme: Sometimes the last thing we want to do is stop and ask for direc-

tions. Once we have made the decision to do so, it benefits us to actually

follow them.

March -TAe¢ hFourth Sunday in Len
The Rev. Dr. Sudarshana Devhadar, Resident Bishop of the New England
Conference of the United Methodist Church, is our guest preacher!

March -ITBe¢ hFi fth Sunday in Lent
Texts: Jeremiah 31:31-34, John 12:20-33

Pastor Jeff’s Message: “GPS - God’s Positioning System”

Theme: Modern technology makes travelling today so much easier than it

was years ago. A GPS can get you where you want to go in the shortest

time possible, and can change your route to compensate for possible de-

lays. However, God’s Positioning System can also get you where you

want to go, and the journey is all part of the experience.

Mar ch -R&tim/ Passi-a608Sbndani ver s
Celebration

The Rev. James McPhee, Superintendent of the Tri-State District of the

New England Conference of the United Methodist Church, is our guest

preacher. PLEASE MNIETEWI LL HAVE ONE SERV
10AM ON THI S SPECI AL DAY.

March -M@&@uamdy (Holy) Thursday W
C 0 mmu n 4 Jdnms as we welcome our sisters and brothers from

First Church, Congregational UCC, to worship with us at 7:00 PM.

“Maundy” is derived from the LatinMandat um, whi ch me
commalhhdi.s worship experience r emi
Christés new commandment to fil ove

March -GOoth Friday Worship at 7

This quiet, reflective, and meditative service reminds us of the sacrifice of
Jesus on the cross and the darkness that covered the land at his death.
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Feed the Need
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.

%% In Our Thoughts and Prayers

Prayers And Condolence:
Family of Brewster Potter, Family of Nancy Rine-
hardt's dad

Prayers and Concerns:

Lois Hofemann, Norma and Bob Bourne, Diane Jones,
Nancy Rinehardt & family, Robin Stevens, Barbara Tay-
lor, Gary Leughmyer, Helen Marison, Jean Purvis, Bar-
bara Taylor, Carrie Foss, Karen McAdoo & family, Nate
Bailey, Carl Mallaber, Jean Hilton, Steve Klug, Ruth
Hoelscher, Will Maher, Ernie Morin, Joseph Jones,
Norma Bourne, Jackie Gesis, Lynn Russell, Lester
Huckins and Claude Saddler.

Congratulations & Celebrations:

Sue DeVito retiring from Liberty Mutual after 32
years, Todd Hearn going to basic military training
for the Air Force, Prayers of thanks for Bill Burns
good results w/ cancer treatments and Gloria Stiles
is home from rehab.

Prayers For The Ministry We Support:
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family

THANK YYoU

Sally Dyer

Mike & Joan Brown
Carolyn Chick

Ann Moynihan
Julie Robinson
Gary Leughmyer
Diane Jones

Pat Foster

Edna & Warren Carr
Dawn Nestor

Judy Saddler

Jan Keefe

Deb Boynton

*Volunteers listed in this Messenger assisted with the collating and
|l abeling for the previous mont hds
and office work 3



February 2018

by Dawn Nester, Project Linus Participant

Project

Project Linus blankets were arrayed around the sanctuary on February
11, 2018, ready for dedication by the congregation at the 8:30 and
10:00 a.m. services. Women in the congregation, along with friends
outside our church, participate in creating blankets through quilting,
tied fleece blankets, knitting, and crocheting. First United Methodist
Church supports the Seacoast Area of the New Hampshire Chapters
within the national organization. Cindy Edgerly coordinates the blan-
ket collection and donation with Jennifer Verille, who coordinates the
distribution of the blankets in the Rockingham and Strafford counties.

There were 126 blankets dedicated this time. More blankets will be
dedicated on Mother’s Day and again on Veterans’ Day, when a total
for the year of donated blankets will be announced.

From the Project Linus website for New Hampshire, “Our volunteers,
known as “blanketeers,” provide new, handmade, washable blankets
to be given as gifts to seriously ill and traumatized children, ages 0-
18. It is Project Linus’ policy to accept blankets of all sizes, depend-
ing on local chapter needs. All blanket styles are welcome, including
quilts, tied comforters, fleece blankets, crocheted or knitted afghans
and receiving blankets in child-friendly colors. Always remember
that blankets must be homemade, washable, free of pins, and come
from smoke-free environments due to allergy reasons.”

If you would like to be part of this effort to support children in need,
please talk to Cindy or anyone of onr 2018 team. You do not have to
be an experienced quilter, knitter or know how to crochet. Supplies
will be provided and you can learn as you go.

L i
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Wel come to the holegntseias oa
shortened form of the ol d
which meahengthen or | engt
sponds to the spring seasdc
erl.L.n the Christian Church,
od of introspection and de
tion for the recognition =
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Ash Wednesday and ends wit
Week on Pal BuBundayhis tin
called to pay cl oser atten
separate us from God so tF
change our direction.

Pastor Jeff's study of
based on Adam HG&rnma d d o nWhsa tk
Christians B ebleigeavne oann dweVdhny
February 22nd at 6:45 PM &
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PASTORS CORNER (Continued fron

He opens his weary heart to the light
spilling across the water

feels a presence at his side

no longer alone

he tells his story

to a young woman working for peace
The light moves through her

her family offers to help

soon he is crossing a continent another ocean
to learn another system

find a way to bring healing home
carrying a light

that shines through his face
into the lives of others

As we move more deeply into the season of Lent, let us begin

turning toward the light so that we will have something to
carry with us to share with others in Jesus’ name.

Peace and love,

Pastor Jeff v \V
B

THE "v-"'LORD

FO

ooy YOUR

of LENT GQoOp
Consider volunteeringomnoShedp
day mornings at either the 8
vi clehe =wipgsheet iIs |l ocated on
Wel come Center

Project Linus Tea
Can you see yourself on the t
NOW Nurtur e, Outreach a

OQur Mission of t lse galao irem for Rira Wissidharip ¢ h
that several from church will be going on. There will be a box for donations in
the Welcome Center & a list posted

Mi ssion of t h ewillMoimstpport df Govper Bgmmuinity
Center in Roxbury, a United Methodist supported mission for children. We
have supported them in the past with mission trips & other donations.

Mar c hwilB be Saunpt @hyRep Will offerings will help
us support mission trip in our church.

March 24 we
at Red Cross web site.

wi |1

NOW meet'§Suihe@sy eac hWemwouhl tote to have others
join us.

b eSigh up & tlohate bloodonliBel 0 o d

The Annual Spring Mayrb5&
fro@.8This is in conjunction wit|
Comi ¢ Bwmkay. We are a stop on th
only thing different this year i ¢
SalTehe Rummage Sale wil/ be hel d
announced.

Anyone who would Iike to help &
Hewi tt
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FUMC Heritagqge

Contin with the articl

ui n
stone in 186
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We are permitted to copy the following in relation to the articles taken from the box
deposited under the old corner stone of the church:
ARTICLES FOUND UNDER THE CORNER-STONE OF THE OLD M. E.
CHURCH

Box of Lead, about 8 inches square, 1 %2 deep, with a common form of
cover, not soldered on.

On inside of the cover and fastened to it was a copper plate 3 by 4 inches,
with these words engraved on it:
WESLEYAN CHAPEL
Erected by the Methodist Episcopal Church, which was instituted A. D. 1808.
THIS CORNER-STONE
Was laid by Humane Lodge, No 21, in the presence of many Brethren of the mystic
tye and a large assemblage of people, A. L. 5825.
I. S. Cole, Sec.

[All the documents were found in a mouldering and decayed condition,
dropping to pieces upon almost the slightest touch. Worms were crawling about,
and had eaten into the edge of the Bible some distance. None of the papers were in
condition to be replaced.]

A copper plate of the same dimensions, which appeared to have been
sealed with sealing wax, (supposed to be a letter or a copy of the letter from the
committee of invitation of the Lodge to Lafayette) but which is now entirely illegi-
ble. On the plate are these words:

“A deputation from Humane Lodge, consisting of Pros. J. T. Paine, C.
Dennett, and J. Farrington received the following
ANSWER.

I much regret the impossibility, I am under, in consequence of previous
and positive engagements, to attend my Brethren of the Masonic Humane Lodge of
Rochester at the celebration which they contemplate on the 24th. My heart will be
with them and I beg them to accept fraternal attachment and good wishes.
LAFAYETTE

Dover, June 23d, 1825

A paper in writing headed “Record,” partly legible, containing names of Methodist
preachers with dates, number in the society, 267, together with the Act of Incorpo-
ration, and a minute certifying that the Record is deposited by Humane Lodge, No

21, A. L. 5825, A. D. 1825, June 24th, at the festival of St.

John the Baptist. [We omit the publication of the above in full for want of room.]

Happe

Guest

As we celebrate the 150th anniversary of the dedication of our
church building during this month, we are blessed to be joined by
two important New England UM leaders who will share God’s
word with us. First, New England Conference Bishop Rev. Dr.
Sudarshana Devadhar joins us on March 11th at both morning wor-
ship services. Sudarshana Devadhar was elected to the episcopacy
at the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference in July 2004. He
served as the leader of the New Jersey Episcopal Area for eight
years, where he led that conference to the first net gain in member-
ship in 45 years. He was appointed to the New England Conference
in 2012. The name “Devadhar” means “follower of God.” Suda, as
he is called, began his pastorate as a deacon at the Church of South
India, Mercara Coorg, India. He holds a B.Com. degree from Vija-
ya College, University of Mysore, Mulki, India; a B.D. degree from
United Theological College, Bangalore, India; a M. Th. degree
from Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University,
and an M.Phil. and a Ph.D. from Drew University. Bishop
Devadhar has a passion for encouraging the spirituality of youth
and young adults, and has led numerous spiritual journeys to The
Taize Community in France. He embraces diversity and leads the
Church with joy and compassion.

On March 25th we worship together for ONE SERVICE at 10AM,
and host our Tri-State District Superintendent, Rev. James McPhee,
who will preach and help us celebrate and rededicate our church
building. Jim grew up in Bath, Maine, and has served several
churches in the former Maine Conference and the New England
Conference, most recently in Brunswick, ME (where Pastor Jeff
served prior to FUMC). Jim was then appointed to serve as Execu-
tive Director of Resourcing Ministries in 1999, Director of Connec-
tional Ministries and Assistant to the Bishop in 2003, and since
2012 to superintend the Tri-State District’s clergy and 70+ congre-
gations located in Southern Maine, Southern New Hampshire, and
Northeastern Massachusetts. Rev. McPhee attended The Theologi-
cal School at Drew University, graduating Cum Laude in 1983 with
a Master of Divinity. He has a BA in Public Affairs (economics and
government) from The George Washington University in Washing-
ton, D.C. He is also on the adjunct faculty of Boston University’s
School of Theology.
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Easter FI owers 2018

On Easter Sunday the Altar Guild will be decorating the church
with lilies, daffodils, and tulips. If you would like to have a
plant or plants in Church on this Sunday, in memory or honor
of a loved one, please complete this form and return it to
the church office with payment by , March 5th. Thank
you!

Lilies @ $8 each

Daffodils @ $7 each L
Tulips @ $7 each

Order Total

In loving memory of

Or

In honor of

Given by

Order Forms must be returned with payment
to the Church office by Sunday,

Please pick up your plants after worship services on
April 1st.

FUMC Heritage Happening

The Doctrines and Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1817. This book
is in much the best condition of all the documents.

Bible — much worm-eaten.

New Hampshire Register for 1825.

Zion’s Herald, June 15th, 1825. Vol. 3. B. Badger, Editor.
Journal of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire.

Document in the manuscript supposed to be the By-Laws of Humane
Lodge.

“The New Hampshire Republican,” of June 21, 1825, printed at Dover, con-
taining notice of the Masonic Celebration to be holden at Rochester, by Humane
Lodge, No 21, and also a notice that the Fourth of July would be celebrate at Roches-
ter by a public dinner and oration. [Want of room prevents us from copying the Ma-
sonic Notice in full. We have been compelled to condense the description of the
article somewhat. Ed.]

This concludes the article on
stone. Hopefully we wil!/ be abl
tion of the articles that we wi/l
in 1825 Ne xt mont h we will st a
tion of our church building in 1
Kent Mar zol i, Records and Histor




MEDI TATI ON CLASS

Ongoing classes will be from 5:00—6:00
pm on the second Wednesday of each month.
Cost is $10.00. If you’d like to know more,
contact Cindy Simon or see notice in the
Welcome Center

Ml

SSI ON TRI

PS

The youth group will be going on
their annual mission trip in April.
We will be traveling to West Vir-

ginia to help repair homes in an ar-
ea heavily damaged by flooding in 2016. We are in need of mon-
etary donations to help fund our trip as well as will be asking for
donations of food items and snacks for the trip. Be on the lookout
for sign up sheets near the end of March and if you are interested

in helping in any way please contact

Dan Saucer dasaucier@gmail.com.

AND

Tr-$t at e

Team Trip To

April 5, 2018 to April 15,2018
Dates there 4-7 to 4-14

See Cindy Edgerly for more information

Rur al |

Sol

MARCH 2018

ALTAR GOLbDbi Tweedy

COMMUNI ®©RBrenda Sewel |l

Mar ch 4
Greeters 8:30 Don & Sue Raab 10:00 Sally Riley &
Ushers  Team B Barbara Leyburn

Sound Tech Dan Henderson
Liturgists: 8:30 10:00 Jane Combs
March 11
Greeters 8:30 Ric Wachter
Ushers Team C
Sound Tech Kent Marzoli
Liturgist  8:30

10:00 Cook Family

10:00 Bob Lefebvre

March 18
Greeters 8:30 Bill Casey
Ushers Team D
Sound Tech  Sam Tweedy
Liturgist  8:30

10:00 Jane & Combs

10:00

March 25

ship

our

Greeters  8:30 Paul Mercier 10:00 Donna Walter and

Ushers Team E Ann Moynihan

Sound Tech  Dan Henderson

Liturgist  8:30 Sharon Parker 10:00
Maundy (Holy) Thursday Wor
PMOnce again we are joined by
gati onal UCC as we share in this
the Last Supper and the arrest

March 30 Good Friday

an
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Have you been attending FUMC for some time but have not yet be-
come a member of our congregation. You are invited to consider
joining the church, and Pastor Jeff would LOVE to hear from you!
People may join by transferring from other UM congregations or from
other Christian denominations. Those that have never been members
of other Christian churches, people new to Christian faith, or those
who have been away from a church for quite a while may join by pro-
fession or reaffirmation of faith. After meeting with our Pastor, you
will be welcomed into our family on a pre-arranged Sunday morning
(at either service!).

Perhaps you have seen this before: CHCH - What’s
Missing? U R!

Contact the church office or Pastor Jeff for more information.

BOOK CLUB NEWS

221 [/ fdzo -B&aad ¥RNIOKA 0221 N
AW2 aKdibbeseph FaKSFI wzadmde. Y20Sa
OFLoAy 2y (KS SR3IS 2F {26y GKS f
GKSy O2y¥dzaSR o6& KAia LINBaSyoOoSo !
L2 NIA KAYASEFT az2ftsSte o6& OF NLISydN
KAada ASNBAOSad !'ff gK2 02YS Ay 2
GNF yaFT2N¥YSR o0& GKS | O0OSLIilyOS y
K2 Aa W2aKdz K
aSSey3d RIFIGS A& al NOK HpliKZ cYon
[ FySo 2NBE AYyT O f f
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N OUR FUMC FAMI

MARCH birthdays

Mar 1 Joy Gambardella

Mar 18 George Murphy

2 Kate Marcotte Sandy Suydam
3 Tom Sturtevant 20 Michael Roy
5 Margaret Combs Jennifer Saucier
Judy Saddler Gloria Stiles
Nathanial Hunt 21 Kevin Lindsey
Marlys Mason Peter Miltner
JoEllen Meehan 22 Samuel Fortier
6 Todd Hearn 23 Hillary Mayotte
Donna Hughes 24 Mary Fortier
7 John Sheehan Sandra Skammels
8 Ivanna Hallatu 29 Darryl Genkinger
Katheryn Hughes Gary Leughmyer
Jon Pyrich Kent Marzoli
9 Lori Scott 30 Edna Carr
Cory Walker Margareta Hogne
15 Frederick Mills Sally Riley
Mark Morrow 31 Holly Letourneau
16 Andrew Gagne
Danny Hughes
Scott Mayotte
18 Joel Miltner

Joshua Miltner

MYF March Schedule

March 4"- Meeting6-8pm
March 1- Meeting6-8pm
March 18- SHS Fiddler on
the Roof Show2PM meet at
SHS1:30pm pick up 4:30pm
March 258' 8 Movie Night 6:00-8:30pm

March 3% Stuff and Hide Easter Egg€pm-3pm



NOTES FROM FI NANCE COM

PRAYER MEETING

L K2LIS (GKS AYGSNI KIa GNBIgh &R S&K:
Many of you may recall when it was common for ez2dz gA f, t UyR UKS Y2yuKf e _dzZLRF G S
congregations to gather during the week for pray- AYy3 6AU0K 0KS. IOKMODIOKE & dAREH SdiAdt £ K|
er. In some churches prayer meetings still happen, OFY$§S a y Fa LI NI 2F K8 o6dzR3ISG |
but it is definitely a practice that, in many others, has gone by the way- _ A _ « = <A o« AA LI XXEE S
side. How unfortunate! Because of our belief that prayer is important, NI A dSle W t f | E az 2\ y OE E_jZR S A Ut KESS | IagSS y
and because we believe prayer can and does make a difference, we have f221 l; u u Ff Aa |y B ) tS u YS 1. }/% g 2 -'F
decided to bring back regular prayer meetings to the life of FUMC. I 322R Of SI NJ LIAOUdzNE 2F UKS RI O
We meet on Wednesdays at Noon and 6PM, During this time, we will HaMy Lb/ ha9 ., ahbt¢]l
pray over the concerns and celebrations shared in both the bulletin and
prayer book on the previous Sunday, pray with those present who may Lb/ ha?o9 {1 h!'[5 1! %9
share personal intentions, and pray specifically for our church, our com- : a
munities, our nation, and the world. We are always delighted to receive I
new prayer concerns or celebrations, so feel free to call the church office, Wt b PHpZHMOD
email, or text pastor Jeff prior to Noon on Wednesdays. All are welcome x =0 « aa LA A rx & L AEN .
to join this gathering at any time. !_ 2 | €2 dZS O l(v)ly- v a 18 ?3 8 !Ii]ls El\g ! ?2 " [2‘ u{_ggléél ;Lg\;]l
u u (%] a : :
. ) AYRAGARdzZIE G2 dGF1S 2y a2YS ¥FdzyR
A Note from Sylvia Dowst; GARIASK @ 2dz F NBE AyGiSNBAGSR LI Sk acé
A beloved longtime member of this church, PHY L L1 S L AFL Ly (GKS ySEG TS¢ 9S5SS1a e2dz oAt
has recently passed to be with our Lord. She so loved this church odzf f Seay yR (KSe& 6Aft Ffaz o608 I
and served in any ways, singing in the choir to name just one. I _ Al x a g o An B 1S & x Ak ave
talked with her son Ken who called to tell me about his Mom. We l_ NJ% ® ZS I as R2 P _Kl Ln:_,_ Ke&s2 di | > I)\yS a}“? oK St
talked about her deep loved for this church and her beautiful faith 0dzRISU g2dzd R 65 U2 AYyO N‘? as 2 qZN‘J
in God. Her service will be in the small North Ridge Methodist - FNASYR U2 OKdZNODK FyR aKFINbB oA
Church in Lockport, NY. R2 o
Ken Lafler is a Dean of Student Finances at Harvard. Iknow he al NOK gAff 06S | 0d25d SVA¥bdRYEA G K
wanted me to let you all know about his Mom. I have so loved L SIFaS OKSOl KS YSaaSy3aSNI IyR
dear Phyllis and have kept in touch with her. She took care of my
Mom during the busy years to help me out and, oh, how my Mom
loved her also. CKIYyl €e2dz
Thank you Phyllis for your dedication and love for First United 51y {tTORISNOS / KI A NJ

Methodist Church of Rochester, NH.
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