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Published Monthly                              www.firstumcrochester.org          
March 2022                                                                                        Donna Downes, Editor   
                                                                                                                         kdld@metrocast.net 

The Messenger 

 

We continue our long-time tradition of joining with our sisters 

and brothers from First Church, Congregational UCC on Ash 

Wednesday evening at 7 PM. This year we will again join to-

gether online. The link will be shared as soon as it is available. 

In the spirit of cooperation and in the tradition of the Church, 

the imposition of ashes, for those who desire it, will take place 

drive-through style - Pastor Eliza and Pastor Jeff will be outside 

of First Church, UCC at Noon and 5:30 PM. 
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Dear Friends, 

As I write this article, I am in the midst of planning for Transfiguration Sunday 
and then the beginning of Lent, and by the time you read it, we will be just a 
few days away from the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd. It 
is hard to believe we are already at this point in the Christian year.  

The story of the transfiguration always makes me smile. Peter, true to form and 
not fully grasping the implications of what he is seeing, wants to build three 
tents (tabernacles). Though his motivation is not obvious, clearly he wishes to 
honor the guests by providing them with dwelling places. Perhaps Peter equat-
ing the brilliant appearance of Moses, Elijah and Jesus with their divine status, 
and his subsequent desire to hastily construct residences comparable to the 
tabernacle in which God’s presence resided until Solomon constructed a tem-
ple, is what he had in mind.  

Most of us are like Peter, who wants to honor God by getting the job done be-
fore fully understanding the significance of who God is and who God is calling 
us to be. By doing so, we are not fully present to the God-moments that have 
inspired us to want to do something, like Peter was not fully present to the God
-moment of the transfiguration. The reality is, there will be a time for all the 
work to be done. With that said, I believe one of the points of the transfigura-
tion story, and the season of Lent itself, is to allow the God-moments time to 
blossom in us so that we are more equipped and more able to do what God is 
calling us to do when we come down into the valley. 

As we enter into the sacred space of the Lenten season, we are invited to give 
God our undivided attention as the story of Christ’s love and sacrifice unfolds. 
During this season we are encouraged to “act” by watching and listening, and 
by fully experiencing the journey from the mountain to the cross. As someone 
involved in many of the details of worship planning, I know from personal 
experience that we can get so fixated on trying to get it right that we miss the 
actual experience of God’s presence that our planning and working is about. 
Sometimes I need to stop worrying about making sure the visuals match the 
theme or whether the prayers include language echoed by the Lectionary read-
ings. Sometimes I just need to stop building so I, too, may revel in the presence 
of the God I wish to honor. Lent is a perfect time to do that. Care to join me? 

Peace and love, 

Pastor Jeff 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
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MARCH 
 If you do not see your birthday listed, or date is incorrect, 

please contact the church office to update your information.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kate Marcotte 

Tom Sturtevant 

Hagdu Rufael 
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Diane Jones 

Joellen Meehan 
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Todd Hearn 
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Jon Pyrich 
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Rick Mills 

Mark Morrow 

Andrew Gagne 

Dan Hughes 

Scott Mayotte 

Katie Meehan-Ross 
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Gibb Hearn 

Mike Roy 

Jennifer Saucier 

Kevin Lindsay 
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Sam Fortier 

Hillary Mayotee 
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Sally Riley 
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Congratulations on the marriage of Sarah Walter and Michael Maurice  

on February 26, 2022 at FUMC.  
Sarah’s grandparents are Hans and Donna Walter.  

Sarah is Maddy’s mom. 
 
 

 
Jonas Gustafson– Accepted into the PhD program in                 

Molecular and Cellular biology at the University of Washington.  
Proud parents are Marianne and Jeff Gustafson  
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Following up on last month’s report, here is the rest of the sto-
ry on the Central Avenue property. 
 
In 1987 the Trustees decided to divest themselves of a huge 
headache and sell the property at 6-8 Central Avenue.  After 
being passed back and forth between a couple of owners, the 
property ended up in a Foreclosure Auction in November of 
1991.  At that time the Church was approached by the Ma-
sons with a proposal that both organizations work together 
and share the expenses to purchase the building, pay the 
back taxes, tear it down and construct a parking lot over the 
area.  The property was purchased in December 1991 and the 
work was completed in 1992.  

 

Over the next five years the agreement between the two or-
ganizations was refined to allow the Masons to use the park-
ing lot evenings as long as it did not interfere with Church use; 
twelve spaces would be reserved for the Masons’ tenants for 
use during the day; and the Masons would share in 20% of 
the maintenance of the entire parking lot. The church granted 
access easements through the parking lot to the three abut-
ting owners along Hanson Street to relieve the previous right-
of-way under the portico on the Masons building. 
 
An interesting aside is that the Rochester Chief of Police, 
Captain Daniel Auger, sent a letter to the Trustees thanking 
the Masons and the Church “for a job well done in addressing 
the issues concerning the Central Avenue area.”            
    
Kent Marzoli, Records and History 
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PASTOR’S CORNER– Special Announcement 

Dear Friends, 
 Nearly 10 years ago, on July 1, 2012, I began my journey with First 
United Methodist Church as your Pastor. I must say that it continues to be 
quite a ride. We have laughed and cried with each other, and no doubt we 
have frustrated each other. I have baptized, married, and buried. We have 
worked hard to raise money at fairs, yards sales, turkey suppers, auctions and 
Italian Night Murder Mystery Dinner Theaters. We have sung together, prayed 
together, and studied God’s word together in the morning, at midday, in the 
evening, and even at midnight. We recovered from a fire together. We have 
welcomed some and said goodbye to others. We have even endured a global 
pandemic together. And I must say, that together we have learned so much 
about life and faith. Like I said, it has been quite a ride. Thankfully, that ride 
continues. However, like all rides - whether it is the Rockin Roller Coaster, 
Space Mountain, or It’s a Small World, it will eventually come to an end. That 
end is now in sight. 
 It pains me to inform you of Bishop Devadhar’s intention to appoint 
me as pastor of Saint John’s United Methodist Church in Dover, NH effective 
July 1st. You should know that I did not request this move, nor did the Staff/
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, and last Sunday afternoon this news came 
to me with as much surprise as it does to you now. In the United Methodist 
denomination, all clergy are sent, as Isaiah was sent, into fields of labor based 
on the missional needs of every church. All appointments are set for one year 
at a time, and each year the Bishop and his cabinet appoint or reappoint. I will 
have had the honor and privilege of serving here for 10 years. And now it is 
time for me to go, and for you to receive your new pastor with as much grace 
as you received me. That appointment has not been made yet, but when it 
has, the SPPRC will joyfully share that news with you.  
 It is too early to say goodbye. There is still much for us to do togeth-
er. My departure is still 5 months away. Please pray for my family and me as 
we prepare for and make this transition in our lives. Please pray for FUMC and 
St.John’s UMC - both churches are losing their pastors. Please pray for Bishop 
Devadhar and his Cabinet, particularly our District Superintendent, Rev. Tae-
sung Kang. Their jobs are not easy. Finally, please pray for that person whom 
God has already chosen to be your next pastor.  
 
John Wesley, one of the founders of our denomination, on his deathbed said, 
“Best of all, God is with us.” He was right. 
 
Peace and love, 
 
Jeff 
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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN MARCH 

March 6, 2022 - First Sunday in Lent, Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Texts: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13 
Title: God First 
Theme: Salvation comes from God. With a call to remember God free-
ing the Hebrew people from bondage in Egypt, Deuteronomy records 
the fulfillment of God’s promise to bring Israel into the promised land. 
In Luke, Jesus is tempted by the devil after fasting in the wilderness, 
but resists by putting God’s priorities ahead of human calculations. 
There will always be temptations to think otherwise, but God always 
comes first. 
 

March 13, 2022 - Second Sunday in Lent 
Texts: Philippians 3:17-4:1 and Luke 13:31-35 
Title: Be Imitators of Christ 
Theme: Throughout the ages, God has promised to guide and protect 
those who do what is good, even when it seems that all is lost. Just as 
Jesus continued his healing work in Jerusalem, trusting in God despite 
Herod’s threats to kill him, we too can trust God’s promises, even when 
the road ahead seems full of pitfalls. 
 

March 20, 2022 - 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Texts: Isaiah 55: 1-9 and Luke 13:1-9 
Title: Give Me One More Chance 
Theme: God brings blessings and comfort, even in the midst of pain. 
Sometimes we struggle with doubt, but God will always wait for us and 
God will always redeem us. 
 

March 27, 2022 - Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Texts: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Title: The Lost are Found 
Theme: When the youngest son returns home in Luke’s parable of the 
prodigal son, the father tells his servant, “Get the fatted calf and kill it, 
and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!” Herein lies a central insight of the gos-
pel, indeed of all scripture: there is something worse than death, and 
that is to be lost; and there is something better than life, and that is to be 
found. 
 

Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 
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TWO key leadership positions need to be filled! 

1. Chairperson for the Staff/Pastor-Parish  Relations Committee 

SPPRC is essentially the human resources committee of the church and is 
responsible for securing and evaluating the Pastor and paid staff.  

The chairperson coordinates and leads the committee’s meetings and reports 
to the Administrative Council.  

Due to the nature of the work, this committee is intentional about confidenti-
ality with regard to personal matters.  

2. Chairperson of the Altar Guild 

The Chair may be held by a team or individual.  

The primary responsibility is to remind the Guild members when it is their 
month to handle altar flowers.  Beyond that, coordination of holiday flowers, 
decorations and other seasonal worship visuals also fall under the bailiwick of 
the Chair or Chairs.  

The Chair is a member of the worship committee, meeting monthly with that 
group for liturgical season planning– particularly related to visuals. 

To receive more information or volunteer, please contact Pastor Jeff. Training 
is provided.  
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March Updates:  
 
Please change to: (Karen Drapeau)  
Karen Tompson and Matthew Wigmore 
Address: same (17 Snow Street, Rochester, NH  03867) 
Birthdays: Wesley Drapeau (02/22/09; Oliver Drapeau (07/26/12) 
 
Doug Coons: zip code should be 03820 
 
Tim Hill: new phone number 603-923-2868 
 
Janice and Henry Wolforth: 42 Ten Rod Road, Rochester, NH  03867 
 
MaryAnn Weiss: 35 Point Place, Room 33, Dover, NH  03820 
 
Please add to directory: 
Marcia Brown: 20 Noble Street, Somersworth, NH  03878 
 

SOUPED UP  SUNDAYS                                                   
4TH  SUNDAY OF THE MONTH                       

TAKE OUT ONLY, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

MARCH 27, APRIL 24 

Thank you to all who participated in February’s! 

Monthly birthday celebrations continue. 
We are looking for your group, committee 

or any person to sign up to host.  

NOW Committee meets on the third Sunday of the month, after 
church.  All are always welcome. We would love to have you come 
join us.                        Pat Hewitt– Chairperson 
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What is Lent?  
Lent: Latin: Quadragesima, “Fortieth”. Lent gets its English name 
from the days lengthening in the Northern Hemisphere. 
 
Lent is a solemn religious observance where followers of Jesus re-
member his 40 days in the desert where he prayed, fasted, and re-
flected upon his future.  Christians observe self-reflection of them-
selves, confess their failings (where they miss the mark), and move 
forward to live a more Godly life.  
 
Fasting originated in the church about 2,000 years ago.  Early Chris-
tians fasted from all food and drink from Good Friday until Easter 
Sunday, the time between Jesus’ death and resurrection, where they 
found the tomb empty. The season of Lent originated about 900 
years after Jesus.  
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on the Saturday before 
Easter. The day before Ash Wednesday is called Fat Tuesday, or 
Mardi Gras (French origin).  It is a day for celebration and feasting 
before the time of fasting to come.  In the UK, the day is known as 
“Shrove Tuesday” as the word shrove derives from shrive, meaning 
to forgive.  
 
You may have noticed that during lent, the sanctuary of the church 
has less ornamentation in appearance. It is traditional that churches 
will “strip down” their sanctuaries making them more plain.      
 
On Ash Wednesday, ashes are placed by the clergy, on the forehead 
of parishioners, seeking forgiveness, in the sign of cross to signify 
remorse. These ashes are obtained from the burning of last year’s 
palms distributed on Palm Sunday.  
 
Lent lasts for 40 days, not including Sundays and culminates after 
Holy Week on the Saturday before Easter. Holy Week begins on 

Palm Sunday, with  the triumphal procession of Jesus into Jerusa-
lem, where Palm branches are laid at His feet and the crowds sing 
Hosanna! The week continues with Maundy Thursday, where Jesus 
celebrates the Passover Meal with his disciples (the Lord’s Supper 
as we know it), Good Friday where Jesus is tried and brought to 
Golgotha for crucifixion, and Easter Sunday, the resurrection,  
where the tomb is found empty.                - Donna Downes, Editor 
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Please send Prayer Requests to Pastor Jeff  at jjhrev@gmail.com by 11 AM  
on Wednesdays for inclusion in the Weekly Prayer List and to have a pray-
er request shared during online worship (services are recorded on Sunday 
morning.).  The prayer list book is now available during worship service.   

COMMITTEE  and  MINSTRY                    
GROUP TREASURERS  

 
The time has come to turn in your books to the church office for the annual Audit. 
 
All materials should follow the recommendations established by the Audit Commit-
tee and provided to all treasurers/chairpersons after the 2021 Audit. 
 
If you have questions, feel free to contact Gibson Hearn, Audit Committee Chairper-
son, at—4 hearns@metrocast.net. 
 
Thank you!  

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
 
Committee chairs and ministry group leaders are kindly asked to submit annual re-
ports for 2021 to the church office for inclusion in our Annual Report Booklet by 
Tuesday, March 1st.  Please prepare your report so that it does not have to be retyped 
if at all possible.   
 
Reports may be emailed to the church office at  office @firstmuchrochester.org 
 
Hard copies may be dropped off in the office  from 9am-1pm, Monday through Fri-
day. 
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  
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FUMC CASSEROLE COMMITTEE  

You may have just come home from the 
hospital or are at home and ill, or are un-
able to prepare meals while you are re-
covering, we can help! 

Anyone who is in need of meals, please contact Diane Marzoli  332-1766 or 
Dottie Bickford-Longo  664-5552, or contact the office for assistance. Please 
let us know of any dietary restrictions.  We always bring enough for the 
whole family.  

Also, if you can help by either cooking or buying a meal, we need you! 

Apricot Chicken Divine 
(From the kitchen of Eileen Foss) 

 
 

4 skinned, boneless chicken breasts 

¼ c. unbleached white flour 

½ t. salt (opt.) 

¼ c. apricot preserves 

½ T. Dijon mustard 

¼ c. nonfat plain yogurt 

1 T. slivered almonds 

 
Shake chicken in a plastic bag filled with flour and salt until chicken is 
coated. 
 
Place chicken in a single layer in a shallow baking pan and bake at 375 de-
grees for 25 minutes. 
 
Combine apricot preserves, mustard, and yogurt. 
 
Spread apricot mixture on chicken and bake for 10-15 minutes more or 
until done. 
 
Just before serving, brown almonds lightly in toaster oven.  Sprinkle al-
monds over chicken and serve over rice. 
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Help First UMC While 
You Shop            

 If you shop Amazon, particularly while remaining 
socially distant during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link: https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/02-6009459 . When you do, a percentage of what you spend is donated to our 
church. In addition, AmazonSmile customers can now support First United Methodist 
Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply 
follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 
          -Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
          -Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings' 
          -Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the pro-
cess 
If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app, update your app. 
Thank you for supporting FUMC!  

Do you have a favorite recipe you would love to share?   
 
We would you like to include your favorite recipe in an upcoming publication of the 
Messenger.  
 
We are looking for recipes of appetizers, main dish, side dish, or dessert, or maybe 
even a favorite beverage you have.   
 
Please send your favorite recipes to Donna Downes at kdld@metrocast.net or 
Roseann Benoit at Office@firstumcrochester.org. 
 
We are looking forward to sharing those new and exciting recipes! 

To: 

• Scott Benoit and Kent Marzoli for continuing to change out the fluorescent light 

bulbs to LED’S in the Whitford Building. 

• Roseann Benoit, Diane Jones and Dawn Nester for the extensive cleaning and 

organizing they have been doing in the staff kitchen and media center! It looks 
awesome! 

• All who donated winter coats for those in need during these cold winter days! 
Your sharing is appreciated. 
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Lenten Study 2022 

The study will be offered via Zoom on 5 consecutive Wednesday 
evenings beginning on March 9th at 6:30 PM. This year we will 
also be offering an in-person class in Hurd Hall on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at approximately 11 AM. This class will be open to 
participants of ALL AGES and will meet for 1.5 hours for 4 weeks! 
A minimum of 7 participants will be needed for the Sunday class to 
proceed. 

“In The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power 
of the Prayer Jesus Taught, pastor and bestselling 
author Adam Hamilton guides us to really 
know―and really pray―the Lord’s Prayer. He 
explores each of its rich lines and their meaning 
in the Bible, illuminating what we ask of God and 
what we ask of ourselves through its words. And 
he teaches us how to use it as a pattern for our 
own prayer life.” 

Though the book is not required, it is recommended for the study. It 
is available in both print and electronic formats at both Amazon and 
Christian Book Distributors. A loaner copy is available in the 
church office. Please return it as quickly as possible for the next 
person.  Sign up for either session on the sheet in the Welcome 
Center or by emailing Pastor Jeff (jjhrev@gmail.com).  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME BEGINS: 

 
SET YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD 

 
MARCH 13 

 

https://firstumcrochester.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36c9845b445f06028656463af&id=94b98823d9&e=e5d5f3e2ba
https://firstumcrochester.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36c9845b445f06028656463af&id=94b98823d9&e=e5d5f3e2ba


 

8 

 

FutureGen! 
The Lord’s Supper 
Do this in memory of me. 

Luke 22:19 
 

The K-6 FutureGen group will be learning all about the Lord’s 

Supper in March.  Our lessons come from the accounts in Mat-

thew, Mark, and Luke that illustrate how Jesus gave his disciples 

a way to remember Him and His love for all of us.  Through 

crafts, experiments, and games, the children will be able to dis-

cover how Jesus took simple, familiar food to the people of His 

time and turned it into the beautiful sacrament we still partake in 

today. 

Teachers This Month 

      March 6 – Communion Sunday 
      March 13 – Michelle Pyrich 
      March 20 – Kaitlin Ciccarello 
      March 27 – Tammy Roberge 

 

 

Senior High Teachers 

    Date                                          Topic                                   Teachers 

March  6                     Communion Sunday 

March 13                     Steadfast Love                           Kristen/ John 

March 20                     Emmanuel           John/ Dan 

March 27                     Peace                                         Kristen/ Dan 
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Concerns-Specified and Recent                     Amy B 

(experiencing many personal difficulties); Shirley 

Sanborn; Elaine Casler (at Birch Healthcare for Rehab): 

Dan Lombardi (Covid-19); Jennifer Carter (very sick with 

blood issue); Renewed prayers for Dorothy Tandy (Milton 

Smith’s mother); Doug (finding residence in a Senior Re-

tirement Community); Jackie Saucier (stage 4 lung and 

breast cancer); Janet Berube (recovering at home); Kris-

tin Simoneau (overwhelming health challenges); Gary 

Leughmyer (fell and broke a vertebrae in his neck/ recov-

ering at home); Cheryl– complications after a hip re-

placement; Beverly Wheeler (recovering from knee replace-

ment surgery); Kevin (healing from Covid-10); Kida 

(healing from Covid-19); Ken Downes (recoving from bicep 

surgery); bill Buglisi (recovering from Covid-19)                                                                 

Home from the Hospital- Carolyn Chase– hit by a car in FL 

(Don Brown’s sister); Laura Buglisi (Pat Hewitt’s moth-

er); Karen Clarke (recovering from a kidney blockage); 

Larry Edgerly; Marlene Guay; Janet Berube 

Battling Cancer                                       

Marian Lampron’s granddaughter Courtney;  Charles 

Wachter; Donna (co-worker of Kevin Lindsay); Deb Storrs; 

Heidi Turcotte; Don St. Cyr; Dee-Dee (Diane Jones sister-

in-law); Jennifer Philips (stage 4 lung cancer); Nicho-

las; Jackie Saucier; Ron (stage 4 rectal cancer)   

Homebound, Nursing Home, Rehab, Palliative Care, Hospice 

Bill and Gloria Hartford; Barbara Taylor; Helen Marison; 

Kitty Jenness; Warren and Edna Carr; Stan and Susan Lap-

ham; Chaplain Kenneth E. Dearstyne St.; Dennis Esposito 

(in memory care facility); Lynn Renard (Rochester Manor)       

Those Deployed                                         

Patrick Combs (Kosovo)                                

Jeremy Hewitt (Middle East) 

Prayers and Condolences to those who have passed:                            

Please pray for the friends and family of:            

Vicki Shute (Dawn Nester’s cousin), Barbara Simon, Mary 

Newhall, Mark Prescott (Julie Wilderman’s Uncle); George 

Livingston, Sr. (Jane Combs’ dad); Ray Walker, Jr (Milton 

Smith’s son-in-Law)       
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 In Our Thoughts and Prayers                                
Bold indicates new addition to prayer lists                            

Please note: We have deleted a number of names on the prayer list 

to keep the list current. If we deleted something that you would 

prefer to be left on the list, please send Pastor Jeff a Message.  

We are glad to make the adjustment.    

Concerns– General– Unnamed                             
FUMC, People unemployed, homeless, hungry, dealing with 

financial concerns; those with chronic pain; Those strug-

gling with Lyme Disease; Those struggling with substance 

use and mental health issues and their families; All deal-

ing with COVID-19 (those ill, those caring, those re-

searching, those furloughed, those isolated from loved 

ones, those afraid, those in vulnerable communities, those 

dying); Soldiers separated from loved ones; Our Sisters 

and brothers from the black community who are repeatedly 

victims of overt and subtle individual/institutionalized 

racism; Peace in our land; Protection for all first re-

sponders and medical/health professionals                                     

Concerns– Named- Ongoing                                    

Elaine Menard; Robin Stevens (serious health conditions); 

Ted (health concerns); Marie (strength as a caregiver); 

Margaret Combs (direction for life); Marianne Gustafson 

(eyesight issues); Lynn Renard (is at the Rochester Manor, 

please send mail to her home address); Patty (dementia/ 

Diane Jones sister); Robert Carrol (hospice care); Matt 

(dealing with working the steps/ addiction); Jonas Gus-

tafson (healing); Larry (diagnosed with Alzheimer’s); Tam-

my Johnson (serious lung condition); Janie Snyder (health 

concerns); Archie (baby born with Spina Bifida); Britny 

Fox’s sister (dying with a blood infections); Debbie 

Lotter and her mom; Dan (hospice care); Megan (Teri Whit-

ten’s daughter, substance abuse issues; Susan Parsell; 

Stan and Susan Lapham; Liz (mental health issues, prayer 

for guidance) 

Prayers For The Ministry We Support                      

We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family 
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SPRING FAIR 

       Saturday May 7 from 8-2 pm 

Yard sale, rummage sale, bake sale, plus popcorn, hot dogs and ham-
burgers 

Acceptable donations: 

 Yard sale items (games, toys, household goods, furniture) 

 Books (no magazines or encyclopedias) 

 Plants, attic treasures 

 Clothing and shoes (clean and free of stains, gently worn) 

Note: any large furniture not sold must be removed at the end of the 
day by the donator.  

The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal weekend that focuses on God, Jesus and 
the Holy Sprit, helping participants to renew their connection with Christ and consid-
er Christ’s model of servanthood.  
 
While this is not an actual physical walk, it is a journey of fellowship, fun and renew-
al. The walk structure is designed to make Christ known in the world and equip the 
participants with the tools and resources they need to keep the freshness and enthusi-
asm received on the weekend.  

 
Men’s Walk Dates: Thursday, May 12– Sunday, May 15 

Women’s Walk Dates: Thursday, May 19– Sunday, May 22 
 
If you are interested in attending a walk, or wish to sponsor someone for the up-
coming walks, please contact either Kelly Hearn, Donna Downes, or Pastor Jeff.  

 
Protocols  for Covid-19 will be in place and will mandate with the State of NH.   
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15 

 
We are still searching for Worship Assistants, Ushers, 
Greeters or liturgists.  
 
If you are interested, or just would like more information 
please contact : 
 

Ushers– Marianne Gustafson  at jjimgus@gmail.com or 603-
534-3513. 
 
Greeters– Diane Marzoli at mrz167mrvn@myfairpoint.net or 
603-332-1766. 
 
Liturgists– Janice Wolforth at 603-332-4312. 
 (Please note, a calendar will be located in the Welcome Center 
for sign-up for this).  

 
You can find a  schedule online at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4A822A5FE3-
fumc2  

As you may know, our nursery has been fully 
operational since May. On a typical Sunday, we 
have 1-4 children in attendance.  
 
We have several dedicated volunteers, but due to 
a scheduling conflicts and life changes, we are 

looking to add a few more volunteers to our roster. You do not need 
any special experience for this job, just a desire to make a safe and 
nurturing environment for our youngest members.  
 
 The time commitment is approximately 9:15-11:15 during 
Sunday morning worship, once per month.  
 
 We use Sign Up Genius to make scheduling and reminders 
quick and easy!  
 
 For more information in becoming a nursery volunteer or if 
you have any questions, please email our Nursery Coordinator, Patrice 
Hunt, at patricehunt72@gmail.com. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Donna Downes/Documents/FUMC
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc2
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

  
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
6pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 

2 
9am Project Linus 
 
12 pm– and 5:30pm  
Imposition of ashes, 
UCC parking lot 
 
6pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
 
7 pm– Ash Wednes-
day Service– via 
zoom 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 
COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 
 

9:30 am Worship 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
7pm Finance 

8 
 
 
 
 
6pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 

9 
9am Project Linus 
 
6pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
 
6:30 pm– Lenten 
Study–  via Zoom  
The Lord’s Prayer –
Hamilton 

10 
      
 
6:30 pm Seacoast 
Carvers (Hans 
Walter)  
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

13 
9:30 am Worship 
 
11 am– Lenten 
Study– Hurd Hall-
The Lord’s Prayer
-Hamilton 

14 
 
 
 
 

 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Committee 

15 
 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

 
6 pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 
7 pm Trustees 

16 
 
9 am Linus 
 
6 pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 Meeting 
HH 
 
6:30 pm– Lenten 
Study–  via Zoom  
The Lord’s Prayer –
Hamilton 

17 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm– Pack 
184 
 
6:30 pm Choir 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm– Nick Roy 
and  Dorothy 
Baker 

20 
9:30 am Worship 
 
11 am– Lenten 
Study– Hurd Hall-
The Lord’s Prayer
-Hamilton 

21 
 
 
 
 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
7 pm Admin. 
Council 

22 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7 pm– Boy Scouts 
 
 

23 
9 am Project Linus 
 
 
6 pm– Cub Scouts 

 
6:30 pm– Lenten 
Study–  via Zoom  
The Lord’s Prayer –
Hamilton 

24 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Seacoast 
Carvers (Hans 
Walter) 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

 

27 
9:30 am Worship  
 
11 am– Lenten 
Study– Hurd Hall-
The Lord’s Prayer
-Hamilton 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm  Linus 
 
 

29 
 
 
6 pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

30 
9 am Project Linus 
 
6 pm– Cub Scouts 
 
6:30 pm– Lenten 
Study–  via Zoom  
The Lord’s Prayer –
Hamilton 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

  

March 
 Greeters                   
 
6-    Eileen Foss     
13-  Sharon and Dick Parker                                  
20– Pat Hewitt                                                          
27– Donna and Roy Brill                             
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Vanco Mobile App has upgraded! 

  
Download Vanco Mobile (Purple V in a white circle) today as 
Give Plus+ is no longer in service. 
Vanco Mobile is available for free from your iTunes or Google 
Play store on your mobile device. 
  
*Search for Rochester-NH First United Methodist Church 
*Log in with your Vanco Username and password (if you have a 
profile saved) 
*Type in the dollar amount, select the fund you wish to donate 
to and how often. 
*Pick from your saved accounts or enter in a new bank account 
(no Debit/Credit cards are accepted at this time) 
*Click the acknowledgement that the payment is subject to the 
National ACH Association Rules (standard Bank processing 
Rules) 
**If you would like to help offset the fees FUMC pays for this 
service, click the “Cover processing Fees” button which adds an 
additional 2% to your donation amount. 
*The total amount of the donation and fees (if applicable) will 
show in the Red Give Button. 
*Click if you agree. A Summary page will appear. 
*Click Submit. 
It’s that easy! Every donation sent thru Vanco is received di-
rectly into the Church’s account, is recorded, and is then used 
to help keep the Church running so it can support the local 
community. On behalf of the Finance Committee, I thank you 
for using Vanco! 
 
~Kate Marcotte, AAP 
FUMC EFT Coordinator 
simplek79@yahoo.com 
(603) 817-4656 

mailto:simplek79@yahoo.com
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In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary  
ONE SERVICE (FOR NOW) @ 9:30 AM SUNDAYS! 

Please Note: We understand that, for some, these modified but con-

tinued restrictions seem unnecessary while, for others, they do not 

address concerns enough. We are not all of one mind on these sub-

jects. We are asking for your patience and understanding, if not 

agreement, as we work through the many issues related to fully and 

safely reopening as we juggle local, state, national, and denomination-

al requirements and recommendations. Thank you. 

Please enter the building via the Welcome Center. All exits are availa-
ble for use at the end of the service. Sanitizing hands upon entry is 
recommended. 

As of recent increases in Covid-19 cases, masks are required to be 
worn before, during, and after worship by all attending. 

We will continue with our cleaning protocols and social distancing in 
consideration for those who may still be unvaccinated or immuno-
compromised.  

Restrooms are available, but should be limited to one occupant/family 
at a time. Please wash/sanitize hands when finished. 

The UMW is looking for donations of birthday cards to continue their outreach to 
the women of the  church. 
 
If you have extra birthday cards you would like to donate, 
please leave them in the church office labeled for UMW. 
 
Thank you– Marian Veno 
Card Correspondent 
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                                  Our Project Linus Afghan makers are running out of yarn.                                      
                   Any donations you can make would be appreciated.  They 
                   prefer the 4 ply or worsted yarn for the blankets they make. 
 
   Thanks again to Auger and Sons for their generosity in keep                   
                  ing our machines running and our scissors sharpened.   
 
We gather on Mondays nights from 6-8 and Wednesday mornings from 9-11,  weath-
er permitting.  All are welcome to come, no experience is necessary.  There is always 
something for everyone to do to help bring comfort to children through a blanket.  
 
For further information please contact Cindy Edgerly.  

ROCHESTER FELLOWSHIP KITCHEN 

We are looking for donations of bottled water to 
give out with the meals.   

United Methodist Economic Mission– Salem Maine 
For you have been a stronghold for the poor, a stronghold for the needy in distress,      

a shelter from the storm….Isaiah 24:4 
 

A mission team, lead by Marilyn Ives, is returning to the Economic Ministry facil-
ity to help with their needs from Sunday, May 15th to Sunday, the 22nd.  
 
Whether it is putting a new roof on a bunkhouse, planting a garden for sustenance 
for the community or sorting though the donations to be distributed,  your help is 
needed.  
 
If you are interested in participation on this mission trip, please contact Cindy 
Edgerly for more information.  If you are unable to participate, donations are ac-
cepted to sponsor someone that is going, or towards the mission trip. 

Rochester Community Photography Show– Update 
 

When the church is again open  to the public, it is our hope, 
with approval of the re-opening committee to have our annu-

al photography show.   
 

Watch for updates in the Messenger, weekly bulletins and email blasts. 
Keep taking those pictures!!!!!!!!! 


