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SERVICES WILL BE
HELD INDOORS AT
9:30 AM UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.
ONLINE SERVICES
ARE STILL AN
OPTION.
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www.firstumcrochester.org

Dear Friends,
This message has been a long-time coming...Welcome Back! Welcome back to in-person worship services in the beautiful sanctuary
at First UMC! As you have probably heard, we will be gathering at
9:30 AM beginning on October 4th, and we will celebrate World
Communion Sunday together. Understandably, our service is going
to look quite a bit different - even from what we have experienced
online and outdoors recently. COVID-19 is still present in our
communities, and so we do need to maintain vigilance even as we
take these steps forward, if not for ourselves, then for those who are
more vulnerable or prefer to proceed with caution. It is important
that we respect one another. Jesus said “Whatever you have done for
the least of these, you have done also for me.” (Mtt.25:40)
We expect to share more detailed guidelines for indoor worship
soon, but they were not ready by the time this article needed to be
submitted for publication. However, we can reiterate some of the
key points we shared previously:

(continued on next page)

1

Feed the Need
To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

PASTOR’S CORNER
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)
Online worship services will continue to be posted indefinitely.
·
Masks must be worn inside the church building. We will provide if
necessary.
·
Only one person is allowed to use the restroom at a time.
·
We will need to take attendance as you enter for contact tracing purposes should that Please use the available hand sanitizer as you enter
and when you exit.
·

·

·
·
·
·
·
·

Please maintain proper social distancing of 6’ at all times.
is needed due to exposure. Please arrive early and
be patient.
The elevator will be available and volunteers will sanitize the buttons
between uses.
The pews will be marked so that distancing may take place in the
sanctuary.
We will have music, but we will not be able to sing inside yet.
The offering plates will not be passed. They will be available for your
use as you arrive or depart.
Communion will be offered using pre-packaged, individually sealed
juice cups with bread
included. Individually packaged gluten free elements will be available
as well.
Several volunteers working with the Reopening Team will be available to assist as needed.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Vasant Dass 9

Debra Boynton 20

Dennis Schafer 11

Connor Wilderman 22

Lynn Rainard 11

John Newhall 23

Brenda Sewell 12

Isabella Brill 24

Keegan Tompson 14

Eban Tompson 27

Roseann Benoit 16

Bev Wheeler 28

Tim Hill 16

Roy Brill 16
Robert Bourne 18

If you have a question, please don’t hesitate to ask.
We understand that none of this is ideal, nor is it pleasant, nor will it be
“like it used to be.” I do believe we will get through this - together. I was
greatly impressed by the crowd at our outdoor service, who simply celebrated being able to be together again. We await that glorious day when
we may resume praising God in the ways we are accustomed to doing so.
Until then, let us trust in the goodness of God - and one another.

If you do not see your birthday listed on our
monthly list, or if something is incorrect, please
contact the church office and/or send an email to
me at bassbeagle2@gmail.com.

Peace and love,

Thanks—Judy Saddler, Editor

Pastor Jeff
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FUMC Heritage Happenings

To complete our series on the symbols found in our
stained glass windows, these are the two found at the
rear of the sanctuary facing Main Street.

The Cross and Crown is a familiar symbol found in all
Christian churches around the world. It represents the
reward that awaits in heaven (the crown) that believers
will receive after the suffering and trials of life on earth
(the cross).
James 1:12, NIV: Blessed is the man who perseveres
under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will
receive the crown of life that God has promised to those
who love him.
The Bible is a collection of religious texts or
scriptures that is sacred to Christians,
Jews, Samaritans,Rastafari and others. It is generally
considered to be a product of divine inspiration and a
record of the relationship between God and humans.
Kent Marzoli, Records and History
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Feed the Need
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.

ONLINE SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE
OFFERED INDEFINITELY.
PLEASE NOTE: Printed copies of the worship service bulletin will be available for you to pick up in the Welcome Center
during office hours, or by arranging with staff or lay-leader for
access. There are also Bibles and Hymnals available for you to
bring home for your personal devotion and prayer life. We encourage you to stay connected as best as you can and we will do
our best to continue to evolve our ministry to meet the needs of
the community we serve.

The PDF bulletin will have some "HYPERLINKS" that you can
follow that will take you to websites with information on the
hymn(s) we are singing, or settings of something that the choir
has in its library. We can't print or stream those things during
our "Live-streaming" due to the copyright restrictions, but we can
POINT the way to them. Feel free to follow the links if you want
to learn more about the writing of a particular hymn, or hear the
setting the choir would have been singing..... -Kevin Lindsay,
Director of Music
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Prepare for Worship in October

NEWS FROM N.O.W.

NOW will be having 2 Missions of the Month during September & October.
October 4 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost,
World Communion Sunday
Texts: Philippians 3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46
Title: Onward and Upward
Theme: Not only should the goal of Christ-followers be to become
like him in this life, but we should always strive to be with him in
the next - to win the prize of the heavenly call of God.
October 11 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Texts: Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14
Title: Don’t Worry, Be Happy
Theme: Disciples are people who rejoice in the Lord - always.
Through a life of prayer we can place our worries in God’s hands,
trusting that God cares. When we do, we will know peace that
passes all understanding.
October 18 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Texts: Psalm 99, Matthew 22:15-22
Title: Imago Dei
Theme: Created by God, we bear God’s image. Through the power
of the Holy Spirit, we become imitators of God—visible signs of
God’s presence with us.
October 25 - 21st Sunday after Pentecost, Reformation Sunday
Texts: Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Matthew 22:34-46
Title: Faithfulness No Matter What
Theme: Good works are no guarantee of good fortune. God takes
Moses up a mountain to see the promised land—a land Moses will
never reach. Despite seeking to teach us the ways of life, Jesus suffers from question and scorn from those who seek to discredit him.
And still, we are called to remain faithful, to love God and our
neighbors as ourselves.
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First, we will gather paper products for the Homeless Shelters. They will be opening soon. Their needs are mostly:
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper & Kleenex
Second, the Fellowship Kitchen pantry is in need of
canned goods. Most particularly :
Tomato/Spaghetti Sauce
Diced Tomatoes
Green Beans
Corn
Baked Beans

There will be totes in the Welcome Center for collections.
Thank you for all you do to share your
Blessings.
FUMC will be hosting a Blood Drive on Sat Nov 7 from 9-2.
Donors can sign up online at REDCROSS.ORG
Pat Hewitt, Chairperson

VOLUNTEER HOURS
Please don’t forget to keep track of your
volunteer hours and submit to the office c/o Don
Raab when you can.
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CASSAROLE COMMITTEE

Hurricanes Hit the Gulf Coast Region While Wildfires
Burn Over 2 Million Acres in California and the Pacific
Northwest - How you can help?
Give to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s
(UMCOR) U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery through
Advance #901670. Thank you!

The Casserole Committee provides meals for people in
our church family during difficult times. Anyone who is
in need of meals may call one of the two Chairpersons:
Diane Marzoli 332-1766 or Dottie Bickford-Longo 6645552, or contact the office for assistance. Please let
us know whether you have any dietary restrictions!
We always bring enough food for the whole family. If
you can help, either by cooking or buying a meal, we
need you! Thanks.

ROCHESTER FELLOWSHIP KITCHEN

HELP NEEDED FOR REOPENING
There are a number of tasks to be accomplished on Sunday mornings as
we reopen our building for in-person worship services. These tasks will
include, but are not limited to: cleaning and sanitizing, greeting (indoors
and in the parking areas), providing assistance as requested, answering
questions, setting up for communion (this will look different for a while),
etc. Our reopening team cannot do it all and they are asking for help.
Are you comfortable lending a hand in these uncertain times? We need
you! Contact Pastor Jeff if you are willing to volunteer!

CAN YOU HELP OUR WORSHIP TEAM???

We have weekly opportunities to serve as liturgists or children’s message
providers. Just let Pastor Jeff know. You can join us in the recording
“studio” (the sanctuary) on Thursday evenings, or you can record your
parts at home and email the file to John Wilderman. With the return of inperson services, we will also need volunteers as we always have.

A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to all the teams who are
continuing to serve people through the ministry of Fellowship
Kitchen! You are a blessing
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In addition, we are looking for persons who can help with recording and/or
editing of sound and video. We can provide training! Our online community is growing, and we do not want to lose this wonderful aspect of our worship life! We are “feeding the need!” If interested please let Pastor Jeff or
John Wilderman know. Experience is helpful but not necessary.
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers

Prayers And Condolence:

Family & friends of Bonnie Battis, Family & friends of
Martha Fowler

Prayers and Concerns:

All students, teachers, administrators & school staff,
Cheyenne Depew, Victims & firefighters of the wildfires in
California, All affected by the major hurricanes along the
Gulf coast, Dawn Nester, Nancy and her husband Wes,
Kathy Russ, Victims of the house fire in Rochester, African Children’s Choir, Rita & Roger Broggi, Bill & Gloria
Hartford, William Puglise, Dottie Longo, For peace in our
land and an end to violent and destructive rioting, For
protection for all first responders, Ethan Hunt, Michael
Berube

Congratulations & Celebrations:

Celebrating the 49th wedding anniversary of Susan and
Randy Parsell on 8/21, Matthew Anderson was selected
for a position in the Selwyn College Chapel Choir for fall
of 2020, Happy 63rd Wedding Anniversary to Cindy and
Larry Edgerly on 9/15!, Bill Hartford is doing well in his
battle with COVID-19

Prayers For The Ministry We Support:
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family
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UMCOR SCHOOL KIT NEWS!
Please remember to pick up school supplies this year when
they are on sale this summer. The kits must be uniform to
meet shipping requirements. Each year we purchase during the
sales and store them until we put the kits together in the spring
for the collection at Annual Conference.
·
·

The list of supplies to purchase this summer/fall are:

·
·

blunt children’s scissors (not plastic blades)

·

·

12” rulers with centimeters

·
·

1 subject spiral notebooks (not composition books)

·
·
·

lined notebook paper in 100-200 page pack
hand held pencil sharpeners

·

Please help us continue this important ministry!
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WEAR A MASK - SAVE A LIFE!
Mask wearing during the Coronavirus crisis not only protects
the wearer, it also protects those the wearer comes into contact
with. It may help save a life! Simple instructions for making
them may be found online. Thank you for being good to yourself and to others!
Please practice social distancing and quarantine as much as
possible.

Help First UMC While You Shop

ONLINE PRAYER
Prayer requests may be sent to Pastor Jeff
(jjhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on Wednesdays for inclusion
in the Weekly Prayer List. In order to have a prayer request
shared during online worship, the request must be submitted by Noon on Thursdays. Services are recorded on
Thursday eveninGS.

BLOOD DRIVE

If you shop Amazon, particularly while remaining socially dis-

tant during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459 . When you do, a percentage of what you spend is donated to our church. In addition,
AmazonSmile customers can now support First United
Methodist Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and
Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
·
·
·
·
·

FUMC will be hosting a Blood Drive on Sat Nov 7 from
9-2. Donors can sign up online at REDCROSS.ORG

Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping
app and tap into 'Settings'
Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions
to complete the process

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping
app, update your app.

Thank you for supporting FUMC!
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ONLINE BIBLE STUDY

JOURNEY THROUGH THE PSALMS
Beginning on Wednesday, September 23rd, at 6:30 PM and
Thursday, September 24th, at 12:15 PM, Pastor Jeff will be
facilitating a weekly Bible study based on the Book of Psalms.
The study includes video presentations by Dr. Denise
Dombkowski Hopkins followed by facilitated discussions based
on the video presentations and the example Psalm texts.
Denise Dombkowski Hopkins is Professor of Hebrew Bible at
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. She earned
her BA magna cum laude from Syracuse University, where she
was named to Phi Beta Kappa. Her MA and Ph.D are from
Vanderbilt University. She studied twice at the Ecumenical
Institute for Advanced Theological Studies (Tantur) on the
West Bank. She is the author of “Judith” in the Women’s Bible
Commentary (expanded ed.; ed. C. Newsome and S. Ringe,
WJK), and has been a preacher, speaker, and teacher in
hundreds of churches. She has a particular interest in exploring
the intersections between the Bible and our pastoral caring of
one another in our congregations.
Study Outline:
Lesson 1. Praying the Psalms, Praying Into Wholeness
Lesson 2. The Synagogue, the Church, and the Psalms
Lesson 3. Your Hallelujahs Don’t Have to be Hollow Anymore
Lesson 4. You Get What You Deserve, Don’t You?
Lesson 5. Complaining in Faith to God
Lesson 6. Life in the Meanwhile
Lesson 7. The Lord Reigns: Enthronement Psalms
Lesson 8. I’ll Never Be the Same Again
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JOURNEY THROUGH THE PSALMS
(CONTINUED)
This eight-session study will be offered online using the Zoom
platform (www.zoom.us). The only book you will need for this
study is a Bible. Everything else will be provided. Zoom is a
very simple-to-use online meeting platform. Simply click on the
invitation which will be emailed to you, and you should be able
to participate. In order for you to be a part of this study, please
send Pastor Jeff your email address - even if he already has it and kindly include a brief message about wanting to join the
study, and which day you prefer. For more information, contact
Pastor Jeff.

ELECTRONIC GIVING TO
SUPPORT FUMC
We need your help. Needless to say, weekly giving has decreased due to our inability to be physically present for worship each Sunday. Our expenses continue even during the
COVID-19 crisis. We understand that some may not be able to
continue to give due to layoffs/furloughs or illness. If you need
assistance, please let Pastor Jeff know. We can assist you
through the generosity of others. If you have the means and
desire to temporarily give more to offset what others cannot,
please do so. Thank you for being the church!
Please consider using the Give+ app (download from the App
Store or Google Play store, or set up automatic ACH payments
through Vanco. Contact Kate Marcotte for more information
at simplek79@yahoo.com .
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