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The taped worship service will be available on
the Tuesday following the service, as taping now
occurs during Sunday morning service.
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We are excited to announce that FutureGen is returning!!!
Beginning September 12, we will be offering a learning experience for students PreK
-12 during the 9:30 AM worship service.
(cont. on page 12

)
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Feed the Need

September 2021

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God

PASTOR’S CORNER
Dear Friends,
As the summer has gone on, I have been watching our garden
grow. Plants have flowered, fruit has appeared on the vine.
Growth. It’s a word we have all heard frequently in our lives. In
churches it is a word spoken often. It is easy for us all to recognize growth in our physical bodies - both upwards and outwards.
When it comes to spiritual growth, however, that is way more dif-

ficult to assess. We have a much harder time grasping how to nurture a deepening of our faith in the wonders and mysteries of
God.
One of my recent devotional readings reflected on the parable of
the sower. In this passage, Christ gives us an illustration of what
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Warren and Edna Carr– 61st
Gib and Kelly Hearn– 31st
Dan and Erin Saucier– 1st
Dick and Sharon Parker– 52nd

happens if our seeds of faith are not planted in the fertile soil
where our roots can run deep. So how do we plant seeds of faith
in fertile soil? For me it is helpful to recall the nature of who God
is. God is the author, designer, and creator of all that is good and

Weddings
Michael and Amy (Morrow) Radja Haba–
married on August 7th

beautiful in our world. It becomes immediately easier for me to
pursue a deepening of my relationship with God when I see the
connections between God and beauty, God and peace, God and
love, God and worship.
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FUMC Heritage Happenings
For the first time since the church was built in 1868, all the
wood trim and the steeple were painted white in 1957 to
celebrate 150 years of Methodism in Rochester. Prior to
this time the wood and all of the steeple were painted a
brown that made it look like stone. The steeple and wood
were painted again in 1978 and 1998. The trim and steeple have again deteriorated and need to be repaired and
painted again. The wood trim on the first floor of the
church is currently being repainted by the intrepid volunteer Pandemic Painters.

Feed the Need

We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.

PASTOR’S CORNER, cont.

So if that is who God is, why is it difficult for us to pursue a relationship with a creator who is embodied in all that is good and

beautiful? Professor Andrew Hartzler wrote: “My observation has
been that we struggle in our pursuit of faith because we are fragile
and prone to distraction, confusion and self-interested pursuits.

The antidote I have found to these distractions is to constantly
remind myself to seek out evidence of God in everyday life. To
see the fingerprints of God in a smile shared with a stranger, the
embrace of a friend, the beauty of a melody, the colors of a sunset, and the bubbling up of laughter as it fills you with uncontainable amusement and joy.”

I believe we were designed to encounter God, to hear God’s voice
stirring something deep within us. It makes sense then that we
ought to seek after God; to pursue that which has been stirring
inside of us. I urge you to take time, to make time, for listening,
responding, seeking; in short, to be in relationship with the God
who is always yearning to be in relationship with you. While the
growing season of summer is drawing to a close to make way for

the harvest, the season of growth for Christians never ends.
ca 1901

Kent Marzoli, Records and History
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ca 1957

Peace and love,
Pastor Jeff
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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER
September 5
Detail: 15 Pentecost, Sacrament of Holy Communion
Texts: James 2:1-10, 14-17 and Mark 7:24-37
Title: No Earthly Good
Theme: Claiming to have faith, but doing nothing to show that you
actually have it, is not helpful to anyone. Faith matters, but so does
action.
September 12
Detail: 16 Pentecost
Texts: James 3:1-12 and Mark 8:27-38
Title: Mind Your Tongue
Theme: The epistle speaks of the dangers of gossip and errant teachings, warning that an unbridled tongue can unleash the very fires of
hell. In Mark’s Gospel, when Peter rebukes Jesus for his talk of dying,
Jesus rebukes Peter for setting his mind on worldly things. The message is clear - watch what you say!
September 19
Detail: 17 Pentecost
Texts: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a and Mark 9:30-37
Title: The Wisdom of Serving and Giving
Theme: The wisdom of servanthood guides these verses of James, as
he calls us to humility, authenticity, and peace—three signs of the
“wisdom from above.” Certainly, this wisdom of servanthood flows
throughout Jesus’s teachings, which must have left him a bit incredulous to hear his disciples arguing about who was the greatest among
them. The disciples had to be reminded once more that the wisdom
from above is the wisdom of serving and giving, as Jesus taught and
lived.
September 26
Detail: 18 Pentecost
Texts: James 5:13-20 and Mark 9:38-50
Title: A Life that Matters
Theme: Jesus calls upon the disciples to look within their own community at how they treat their own who need compassion, protection, and
healing. Then he calls the community to “have salt in yourselves, and
be at peace with one another.” James fleshes out what it means to be
salty and how we create a community of peace. These passages go
hand in hand and call followers like us to discipleship that matters.
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TWO key leadership positions need
to be filled!
1. Chairperson for the Staff/Pastor-Parish
Relations Committee
SPPRC is essentially the human resources committee of the
church and is responsible for securing and evaluating the
Pastor and paid staff.
The chairperson coordinates and leads the committee’s
meetings and reports to the Administrative Council.
Due to the nature of the work, this committee is intentional
about confidentiality with regard to personal matters.

2. Chairperson of the Altar Guild
The Chair may be held by a team or individual.
The primary responsibility is to remind the Guild members
when it is their month to handle altar flowers. Beyond that,
coordination of holiday flowers, decorations and other seasonal worship visuals also fall under the bailiwick of the
Chair or Chairs.
The Chair is a member of the worship committee, meeting
monthly with that group for liturgical season planning– particularly related to visuals.

To receive more information or volunteer, please contact
Pastor Jeff. Training is provided.
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Save the Date!!!!!
Upcoming Blood Drive– November 6 from
9AM– 1:30 PM

SCHOOL BAGS ITEMS NEEDED
Single Subject Spiral Notebooks, Ruled Notebook Paper, 24 pack crayons, Blunt or rounded
kids safety scissors.

Make a Joyful noise
unto the Lord…
Do you love to Sing??
Want to ring??
Adult Choir rehearsals will begin on
Thursday, September 9th at 6:30 PM.
Handbell Rehearsals will begin on
Tuesday, September 14 at 6:30.

FELLOWSHIP KITCHEN

We are looking for donations of bottled water
to give out with the meals.

Church Office Update:
We are pleased to announce the hiring of
Roseann Benoit as our new Office Manager.

Rochester Fellowship Kitchen
Elaine Menard has accepted the position of the Rochester Fellowship
Kitchen President/ Coordinator.

20

PRAYER REQUESTS:

May be sent to Pastor Jeff at jjhrev@gmail.com by
11 AM on Wednesdays for inclusion in the Weekly
Prayer List and to have a prayer request shared during online worship (services are recorded on Sunday
morning.). The prayer list book is now available during worship service.
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Thank you to all who have donated
For the time being we will continue offering one service on Sundays at
9:30 AM.

to our Missions of the Months.

We continue to recommend masks for unvaccinated/at risk people.

September/ October Mission of the Month

We continue to ask you to sanitize hands when entering/exiting.
Fellowship Kitchen meals will continue to be take-out only for now.

We will be taking donations of paper products for the Homeless Shelters.

Hurd Hall is reopened. Food service will follow all CDC guidelines.
FutureGen and UMYF groups will resume while following mask recommendations above.
Restroom use continues to be one person/family at a time.
All groups may resume meeting in person if desired.
The Holiday Fair is approved to take place this year.
Regular cleaning/sanitizing protocols will continue.
The committee will continue to meet regularly to update these guidelines/decisions.
We appreciate your patience and cooperation as we all navigate
through the ever-evolving Covid-19 pandemic.
The next meeting of the Reopening Team will be held at 7 PM on September 15th.

RECORDED ONLINE SERVICES
Online services will continue to be offered on a weekly basis on Tuesdays. Visit www.firstumcrochester.org and look for the link near the
bottom of the page - or go to YouTube and search for “First United
Methodist Church Rochester, NH.” The link is also posted on our
church Facebook page.
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Items needed are paper towels, toilet paper & Kleenex.

Monthly birthday celebrations to begin!
October we will start celebrating birthdays with Fellowship Hour after worship service.
There will be a calendar made for others to sign up to
host Fellowship Hour. It will be so nice to have Fellowship again !

FUMC HOLIDAY FAIR
Date: Saturday, November 20, 8AM– 2-pm
It is exciting to be planning the Holiday Fair!
I am sure many others will be excited also.
There will be a planning meeting on Wednesday, September 22 at
6:30 PM. If you would like to help out or have any suggestions,
please come to the meeting. All are always welcome.

NOW Committee meets on the third Sunday of the month,
after church. Alll are always welcome. We would love to have
you come join us.
Pat Hewitt– Chairperson
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In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary—
ONE SERVICE (FOR NOW)
SUNDAYS @ 9:30 AM

FUMC CASSEROLE COMMITTEE

This committee provides meals for
people in our church family during
difficult times.

Please Note: We understand that, for some, these modified but

continued restrictions seem unnecessary while, for others, they

Anyone who is in need of meals may call one of the two Chairpersons: Diane Marzoli 332-1766 or Dottie BickfordLongo 664-5552, or contact the office for assistance.
Please let us know whether you have any dietary restrictions!
We always bring enough food for the whole family. If you can
help, either by cooking or buying a meal, we need you! Thank
you in advance .

do not address concerns enough. We are not all of one mind on
these subjects. We are asking for your patience and understanding, if not agreement, as we work through the many issues re-

lated to fully and safely reopening as we juggle local, state, national, and denominational requirements and recommendations. Thank you.
•

Please enter the building via the Welcome Center. All exits

are available for use at the end of the service. Sanitizing hands

Rochester Community
Photography Show Update

upon entry is recommended.
•

Masks are optional for those who have been vaccinated (we

will not be asking for proof). Those who desire to wear a mask

When FUMC first hosted the photography show, the vision was
to “open our doors” to the community, as well as fulfill one of our
goals in the strategic plan to bring arts to the community.
After conversations, scheduling research and much thought, it has
been decided to hold the next show this coming spring as has
been our custom.
Thank you for your patience and support.
KEEP CLICKING!!!!

Blessings, Cindy Edgerly
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are welcomed and encouraged to do so.
•

We will continue with our cleaning protocols and social dis-

tancing in consideration for those who may still be unvaccinated
or immunocompromised.
•

Restrooms are available, but should be limited to one occu-

pant/family at a time. Please wash/sanitize hands when finished.
7

FUMC is a church in motion

A Note from Pat Hewitt
It was a very nice day!
We had fun.
I had Dan Saucier Jr, Diane Jones,
Marianne Gustafson & Don Brown helping.
I’d like to thank all who donated.
Sales totaled $78.50.

Battling Cancer
Janet; Leo Mercier; David Flanders; Sue Blier; Ron
Cooper; Nancy; Becky Butler; Chris Friel; Robin
Jordan; Abi Amdor; Monica; Carolyn Livingston; Deb;
Tom; CC; Jack (going through new chemo treatments
for tumors near his heart); Lynn; Viola; Lois
Beechum; Diane G; Sarah; Emily Singleton;
Shayleigh; Addisyn Norton; Marian Lampron’s granddaughter Courtney (cancer has spread); Danielle Anderson; Peter Walker; Dee Dee; Kerry Boston; Kathy
Russ; Charity Forsberg; Sherry Smith; Charles
Wachter; Dennis King; Donna (co-worker of Kevin
Lindsay) ; Loretta McGrail; Jeff Gustafson; Deb
Storrs, Cindy Simon (now in hospice care); Heidi
Turcotte, Don St. Cyr
Homebound, Nursing Home, Rehab, Palliative Care,
Hospice
Bill and Gloria Hartford; Barbara Taylor; Helen
Marison; Kitty Jenness; Warren and Edna Carr; Mary
Newhall, Bill and Carol Casey, Stan Lapham, Chaplain Kenneth E. Dearstyne Sr.,Dennis Esposito (in
memory care facility); Lynn Renard (Rochester Manor); Marian Veno
Prayers and Condolences
Family and Friends of Dorothy Nau, Family and
Friends of Frances Marsh, Family and Friends of
Robert Patch, Sr, Sue and Chris Mills– lost their
daughter Naomi who was born prematurely, Family and
Friends of Lynn Russell (Memorial service was July
3rd,) Family and Friends of Catherine Lindstrom,
Diane Jones lost her twin sister Debbie, Family and
Friends of Tiffany Drew, Family and Friends of
Kathy Morrissette, Family and Friends of Tiffany
Drew, Family and friends of Marianne Gustafson’s
brother Tommy, Family and Friends of Alva Hunt, Jr.

8
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FUMC is a church in motion

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Concerns– Named- Ongoing
George Livingston (dementia); Alison Oleson; Nancy
and John (Alzheimer’s); Ann Moynihan; Elaine Menard;
Debbie Lotter’s extended family; Bill and Betsy
(ongoing medical issues); Liz (mental health); Robin
Stevens (serious health conditions) Lynda Brake
(serious cardiac issues); Ken Manning, Sr (serious
health issues); Rita and Roger Broggi; Bill
(Alzheimer's Disease in a long-term care facility);
Caroline (“wet” macular degeneration in one eye
which is very hard to treat); Ted (health concerns);
Marie ( for strength as a caregiver); Helen Constantine; Margaret Combs (direction in life; Marianne
Gustafson (eyesight issues); Jonas Gustafson; Judy
and Claude Saddler (moving in fall); Lynn Renard is
at the Rochester Manor, Sylvia Akeley (healing from
a stroke; Beverly Wheeler (recovering from a knee
replacement), Joanne Greczekowski; Bob Walker; Mark
and Mike; Debbie Lotter’s mother (she is in last
stage of dementia); Debbie Lotter (unable to travel
due to pandemic) Diane Jones (continued healing);
Danielle Cousineo (cancer scare); Dennis King (home
after recent hear attack and surgery); Rhona Semo
(shingles)
Concerns– General– Unnamed
FUMC, People unemployed, homeless, hungry, dealing
with financial concerns; those with chronic pain;
Those struggling with Lyme Disease; Those struggling
with substance use and mental health issues and
their families; All dealing with Coronavirus– those
ill, those caring, those researching, those furloughed, those isolated from loved ones, those
afraid, those in vulnerable communities, those dying; Soldiers separated from loved ones; Our Sisters
and brothers from the black community who are repeatedly victims of overt and subtle individual/
institutionalized racism; Peace in our land; Protection for all first responders and medical/health
professionals.
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We had a wonderful week at VBS as we
ARMORED UP in the strength of the
Lord!
This year our program was
Knights of North Castle: Quest for the
King’s Armor. We had the participation
of 26 children, 18 volunteers, and countless members of the congregation who
donated money, time, and prayer!
Throughout the week, the children
learned several stories from the Bible,
made meaningful crafts, played exciting
games, and ate yummy snacks! As always, there was plenty of singing and dancing, and this
year we memorized a Bible verse: Be strong in the Lord
and in the strength of his power (Ephesians 6:10)! We
are grateful to Elaine Menard and Scott Mayotte for feeding us dinner each night, and we thank all of you for supporting this mission each year!
Michelle Pyrich
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HOW DO YOU TALK TO JESUS
How do you talk to Jesus? I heard my little boy say.
Mommy, how do I know he hears me, when I pray? Is He really there?
Do you think Jesus knows my friends or what we like to play?
I have to wonder Mommy, is he with me everyday?

I was at a loss for words, what was I to say?
This little boy was eager, to hear what I had to convey.
I humbly bowed my head, and to the Father I prayed.
Help me find the words, I asked, teach me what to say.

I said, YES, my son, Jesus hears your prayers, just like his Father too.
Sometimes, when we are not sure, God does what’s best for you.
He comforts you when you’re sick, He holds your hand on the way home,
He is always there beside you. He keeps you safe while at play,
He makes your heart feel funny, in a happy sort of way….
Jesus is your teacher, He watches from above. So, when you need to talk to
him, lift up your voice in love. Most of all, be patient, keep him in your
heart. He will truly bless you, cause that’s where God’s love starts.
Written by Marlene Guay
June 16, 2021
All your children will be taught by the Lord and great will be their peace.
Isaiah 54:13

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Concerns-Specified and Recent
Don Ouellete (Bob Morse’s friend– seriously injured in a car accident); Scott Tiedke (suffered
a heart attack, is home, prayers for full recovery); For the people of Haiti following a devastating earthquake there last week; For the people
of Afghanistan following the withdrawal of US
forces and the Taliban takeover; Linda Reiber’s
daughter, Tammy Johnson, has been hospitalized
with a serious lung condition (Linda is a friend
of Cindy Edgerly); Matthew (dealing with severe
anxiety and paranoia (family is very worried),
Pastor Jeff Hunt, Ted Kykowshi, Jonas Gustafson,
Jonathan Murphy, Danielle Cousino, Heidi Turcotte, Gib Hearn, Chris Marzoli, Janice d’Entremont
Prayers For The Ministry We Support
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family
Those Deployed
Andrew Force (Romania)
Patrick Combs (Kosovo)
Prayers Answered
Andy Dibble (continued healing, doing well after
surgery); Jonathan, grandson-in-law of Ken and
Donna Downes (back to work after surgery

Call to Me, and I will answer
you, and show you great and mighty
things, which you do not know.
Jeremiah 33:3
10
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Hi Everyone-

We have recently lost
some of our ushers and are
in need of filling their positions.
If you are interested in joining our group, or would
like more information, please reach out to me at jjjmgus@gmailcom or 603-534-3513.
I look forward to the possibly of having you join our
Team!!

Project Linus will begin meeting in
September on Wednesday the 6th.
Meeting nights will remain at Monday evenings from 6-8 and Wednesday mornings from 9-11. If you are
planning on going on Monday nights,
please contact Cindy beforehand at 603-534-8346.
If you would like to sign up to be a greeter, usher, name
-taker or liurgists, you can find a schedule online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050B4A822A5FE3-fumc2
Please email to others who may like to help .
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Upcoming events are :
September 9– Executive Board Meeting at 6:30 pm
October 13– Family Pot-luck dinner (Guest speaker TBA)
UMW is open to all woman and teenage girl in the church. Our purpose
is to be in mission to our local community as well as worldwide.

The United Methodist Women had their annual dinner outing at
Newicks Restaurant on Wednesday, August 18. Food and fellowship were shared by all.

Present were Marian Veno, Kandia Watson, Janice Wolforth,
Michelle Parker, Sharon Parker, Eileen Foss, Marianne Gustafson, Debbie Boynton, Barb Richards (friend of Eileen Foss),
Nancy Loud, Gerry McDevitt, Donna Downes, Marlene Guay
and the photographer, Roseann Benoit.
A request was made to regenerate the list of those members
homebound.
Mr. & Mrs Warren Carr
Mrs Sylvia Dowst
Mrs. Catherine Jenness
Mrs Mary Newhall
Mrs. Barbara Taylor

Mr & Mrs William Casey
Mr and Mrs Wilbur Hartford
Mrs Helen Marison
Mrs Sandi Suydam
Mrs. Marian Veno
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HELP FIRST UMC WHILE YOU SHOP
If you shop Amazon, particularly while remaining socially distant during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459.

ELECTRONIC GIVING SUPPORTS FUMC
A reminder that our expenses continue even during the COVID-19 crisis.
If you have the means and desire to temporarily give more to offset what
others cannot, please do so. We are all in this together! Thank you!

When you do, a percentage of what you spend is donated to our church. In
addition, AmazonSmile customers can now support First United Methodist
Church in the Amazon shopping app on IOS and Android mobile phones!

Please consider using the Give+ app (download from the App Store or
Google Play store, or set up automatic ACH payments through Vanco.

Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.

Contact Kate Marcotte for more information at simplek79@yahoo.com .

•
•

Now available on www.firstumcrochester.org
and Vanco Give + app...the ability to donate to the Church Heat Fund
also known as the Fuel Fund! On behalf of The Finance Committee,
thank you for supporting the church. Every dollar counts!

•

Open Amazon Shopping app on your device
Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into
“Settings”
Tap ‘Amazon Smile’ and follow the on-screen instructions to complete
the process.

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app, update
your app.

~Kate Marcotte
FUMC EFT Coordinator

FutureGen!

Thank you for supporting FUMC!

(cont. from cover page)

Our PreK-6 group will be led by Kaitlin Ciccarello, Michelle Pyrich, and
Tammy Roberge. The 7-12 group will be led by Donna Downes, Kristen Sturtevant, and John Wilderman. Dan Saucier will join them later in
the fall.
FutureGen will take place every Sunday except Communion Sundays
(the first Sunday of the month). On these Sundays, we invite the children to join the rest of the congregation for worship. We hope you can
join us for the return of FutureGen!
Respect
In everything do to others as you would have them do to you.
Matthew 7:12
The elementary class will begin the year with a unit about Respect.
Jesus taught us that the most important thing we can do is to love God
and each other (Matthew 22:34-40). One way we can do this is through
respect. The children will learn about why loving God and others matters while exploring different ways they might show and share God’s
love through respect. They will have opportunities to discover how respect is shown throughout the Bible and discuss how those examples
apply today.
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Coming to a church near you soon……

Financial Peace University
If last year taught us anything about money, it is time to be prepared financially for the future. If you found yourself feeling uneasy or struggling
with finances, FPU will help. As the church reopens, I am targeting September 26th at 4:00 p.m. as the start of the next FPU.
Newly married couples, and recently formed families, as well as recently
graduated college students will greatly benefit from participating in FPU.
More details and how to sign up will be forthcoming. If you have any
questions, please contact Gibson Hearn via text at 603-781-3828 or email
at 4hearns@metrocast.net.
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