May 2, 2021
Holy Communion on the Fifth Sunaay of Easter

(*) The congregation will please stand as able
(BOLD -FACED TYPE) Congregation responds

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering

Prelude The Call (from 5 Mystical Songs) Poetry of George Herbert arr. by Ralph Vaughn Williams

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come to Christ, the true vine, and bear much fruit.

We have come to abide in the vine,
and to bear the fruit of salvation.
Come to love one another, for love is of God.
We have come to the household of love,
for God is love.
Come to set aside your fears, for perfect love drives out fear.
We have come to love one another,
as God has loved us.
Come! All are welcome here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6mIKOv377Y

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 2236

GATHER US IN

Marty Haugen
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l.Here in this  place new light is stream-ing,
2.We are the young— our lives are a mys-t'ry,
3.Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter,
4.Not in the dark of build-ings con - fin - ing,
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Now is the dark - mness van-ished a - way, ﬁ
We are the old— who yearn for your face,
Here we will take the bread of new birth,
Not in some heav - en, light-years a - way, But
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See in this space our fears and our dream-ings,
We have been sung through - out all of  his - t'ry,
Here you shall call your  sons and your daugh-ters,
here in this place the new light is  shin - ing,
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Brought here to you in the light of this day.
Called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
Call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
Now is the King-dom, now is the day.
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Gath-er us in— the lost and for - sak - en,
Gath-er us in— the rich and the haugh-ty,
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion,
Gath-er us in and hold us for ev - er,
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Gath-er us in— the blind and the lame;

Gath -er us in— the proud and the strong;

Give us to eat the bread that is you;

Gath-er wus in and make us your own,
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Call to us now, and we shall a - wak - en,
Give us a heart SO meek and so low - ly,
Nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash - ion
Gath -er us in— all peo - ples to - geth - er,
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We shall a - rise at the sound of our name.

Give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.

Lives that are ho - ly and  hearts that are true.

Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Copyright © 1983 by GIA Publications, Inc. » All Rights Reserved
Reprinted under onelicense.net #A 711296
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-gather-us-in-2

*Prayer of Confession
Source of love and life, your glory knows no bounds.
We yearn to set aside our fears,
but we are often afraid.
We long to love our sisters and brothers,
but we often feel alienated from them.
We desire to abide in you as you abide in us,
but we candét seem to figure out how.
Show us once more how to love,
for only love can cast out our fear.
Show us how to love one another well,
for only then can we  truly know you.
Show how to abide in your vine,
for only then can we bear the fruit
that glorifies your name. Amen.

Assurance Of Pardon
When we abide in Christ,
we abide in the vine of love and grace.
Abide in the vine, and receive mercy beyond measure.
As we abrde i n Christ, our vine, we b
Let us share the joy of our fortune
by exchangi ng signs of Christods peac

Passing the Peace of Christ

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD

New Testament Lesson: Acts 8:26-40 (Pg. 892)
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90

*HYMN OF PREPARATION
2076 O Blessed Spring
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1. O  bless-ed spring, where Word and  sign—_
2. Through sum-mer heat__ and youth-ful vears,
3. When au-tmumn cools_ and youth is cold,
4. As win - ter  comes, as  win- ters  must,
5. Chrst, ho - ly Vine, ______ Christ, liv- ing Tree,_
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— em-brace us in - o Chrst the Vine:
— un - cer - tain  faith, __ . re - bel - lious tears,
— when limbs their heav - v har - vest  hold,
— we breathe our last, _  re-turn to dust;

— be praised for this____ blest mys-ter - y:
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— here Christ en - joins ____ each one to be
— sus-tained by  Christ’s in - fus - ing rain,
— thenthroughus warm,__ the Christ will move
— stll held in  Christ, our souls take wing
— that Word and wa - ter thus re - vive
—
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— a branch of this______ life-giv - ing Tree.

— theboughswill shout______ for joy a - gain.
_ with gifts of beau - ty, wis - dom, love.
— and trust the prom - ise of the spring.

— and join us o vyour Tree of Life.
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WORDS: Susan Palo Cherwien (John 15:5; Rev, 22:14) GIFT OF LOVE
MUSIC:  Trad. English melody; adapt. by Hal H. Hopsen

Waords © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin, by Augsburg Fortress; music © 1972 Hope Publishing Co.

Reprinted under onelLicense.net #A 711296
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-blessed-spring

Please remain standing for the reading of the Gospel.

*GOSPEL LESSON:

Leader:
People:

Gloria Patri

mhe

Wo

John 15 :1-8
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(Pg. 878)
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ATHANKS BE TO GOD. o

Glory Be to the Father
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the
. e o
ey A48 Wﬂ:’:’:
s £
e R A . SEEE S S s
-2 . ' ; | | |
A 1 1 y po— % f 1 4' ' !
"m 1 I r.N 1 I
J #p  sp v e s v : ’7'—'
Ho - ly  Ghost, as it was in the be - gin-ning, is
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MUSIC: Charles Meineke, 1844
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the

now, andev - er  shall be, world without end. A - men. A - men.
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WORDS: Lesser Doxology, 3rd-dth cent. MEINEKE
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provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202

SERMON

"The Power of Connection "

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90

*HYMN No. 2126

Reprinted under onelLice nse.net #A 711296

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
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