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May 2, 2021 

 

Holy Communion on the Fifth Sunday of Easter   
 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able  
(BOLD -FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds  

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  
 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 

Prelude            The Call (from 5 Mystical Songs)   Poetry of George Herbert arr. by Ralph Vaughn Williams                          
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP            
Come to Christ, the true vine, and bear much fruit.  

We have come to abide in the vine,  

and to bear the fruit of salvation.  

Come to love one another, for love is of God. 

We have come to the household of love,  

for God is love.  

Come to set aside your fears, for perfect love drives out fear.  

We have come to love one another,  

as God has loved us.  

Come! All are welcome here. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6mIKOv377Y
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  No. 2236           

 
Reprinted under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-gather-us-in-2
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*Prayer of Confession  

Source of love and life, your glory knows no bounds.  

We yearn to set aside our fears,  

 but we are often afraid.  

We long to love our sisters and brothers,  

 but we often feel alienated from them.  

We desire to abide in you as you abide in us,  

 but we canôt seem to figure out how. 

Show us once more how to love,  

 for only love can cast out our fear.  

Show us how to love one another well,  

 for only then can we truly know you.  

Show how to abide in your vine,  

 for only then can we bear the fruit  

 that glorifies your name.  Amen.  

 

Assurance Of Pardon 

When we abide in Christ,  

 we abide in the vine of love and grace. 

Abide in the vine, and receive mercy beyond measure. 

As we abide in Christ, our vine, we bear the fruit of Godôs love.  

Let us share the joy of our fortune  

 by exchanging signs of Christôs peace with one another. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

New Testament Lesson:                Acts 8:26-40                     (Pg. 892) 
 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION             

 
Reprinted under oneLicense.net #A 711296 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-blessed-spring
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Please remain standing for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

* GOSPEL LESSON:                      John 15 :1 -8                         (Pg. 878 )  
 

Leader:           ñThe Word of God, for the People of Godò 
People:           ñTHANKS BE TO GOD.ò 
 

Gloria Patri   

 
Words and music are in the public domain;  permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202  

 
 

SERMON      
 

 
 

 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

"The Power of Connection "  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
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* HYMN  No. 2126           

 
Reprinted under oneLice nse.net #A 711296  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-all-who-hunger

