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DECEMBER 1, 2024 
 

HOLY COMMUNION, FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS                  
 

 
Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 
Prelude 
                
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP            

The time is surely coming  

   when our love for one another  

  and all of God's children will increase. 

We would live into that time with hope and joy. 

The day is surely coming  

  when God will strengthen our hearts with humility and holiness. 

We would anticipate that day  

  as we reach out to serve all of those in need. 

The days are surely coming  

  when we will walk the paths of faithfulness and steadfast love. 

We begin this journey,  

  knowing that all of God's promises will be fulfilled.   (***) 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 196   

 
Words and Music are in the Public Domain; permission to reproduce is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 

Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hymn-expresses-longing-for-arrival-of-our-savior
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THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS  

  

 

In the Beginning  
Kenny Downes & Gavin Meehan  

  
 Let There Be Light!  

Donna Downes & Sophia Rice  
  

 Green, of Course  
Alex Wilderman & Charlotte Pyrich  

  
And Red  

Kristen Sturtevant & Nora Rice  
  

White and Gold  
Sam Tweedy & Brogan Meehan  

  
Purple Parament  

Donna Walter & Natalia Hernandez-Parsell   
  

Manger  
Pat Hewitt & Alejandra Hernandez-Parsell  

  

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 
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*HYMN      

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 

 

Words and Music: Bernadette Farrell, © 1993 Oregon Catholic Press 5536 NE Hassalo St. Portland OR 97213; 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

  

From deep in the past, Jeremiah calls to us,  

  “The days are surely coming, says the Lord,  

  when I will fulfill the promise,  

  I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah”  

   (Jeremiah 33:14).  

Beloved, the days are surely coming  

  when the yearning of the land;  

    the longing of the sun, moon, and stars;  

    the desperate need of the people of earth  

  for flourishing and peace will receive their fulfillment.  

While fear, anxiety, misinformation, and suspicion  

surround us on every side,  

we choose to watch and wait in hope,  

preparing our hearts to notice and cooperate  

with God’s grace already at work in our midst.  

We light this candle of hope  

  as a sign of our commitment to pay attention  

and prepare for the days that are surely coming  

and are already here— 

the days when God’s kingdom of love,  

justice, and mercy will reign.  

 

The first Advent Candle is lit.   
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

God of mystery and miracles,  

  Your Word brings light into the dark places of our lives;  

Your presence gives us strength to endure  

when we are pushed beyond our own strength.  

You find us in our lostness and,  

with love beyond our imagining,  

you lead us home.  
  

In this season of longing,  

  grant us grace to bring all that we are to you,  

O Christ, all the broken places,  

all the lost wanderings, all the weariness  

from trying to live lives that are pleasing to you.  

Hold them all in the fullness of your love.   
  

Then, be born in us,  

that we may find our home,  

our life, our joy in You,  

Lord of light and love.  

We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 
 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM     
                

A Place to Keep Your Son                        Matthew Corl  
 

A watching, waiting people look for signs from above.   

We keep awake, expecting the coming of your love.   

Refrain 

We know good news shall be here soon, a blessed one shall come;  

prepare in us a warm heart, a place to keep your son.   
 

A voice cries out "get ready, prepare a way for God;  

  be ready for his coming, the coming of our Lord."   

 Refrain 
  

Rejoicing in your spirit, our deepest joy in you;  

  the world is ever changing but you are ever true.    

 Refrain 
 

We hear the angel's greeting "O hail, you blessed one,  

  for you shall bear a Savior and he will be God's son."  

We know good news shall be here soon,  

  the blessed one is near,  

  we'll make for him a warm heart,  

  we'll hold your own son dear.    
Words and Music: Matthew H. Corl © 1999 Morningstar Music Publishers, 1727 Larkin Williams Rd. Fenton MO 63026.   Reprinted 

and recorded under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 
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DOXOLOGY 
 

 
 

 

Offertory Prayer:  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    For Advent 
 

The Lord be with you....   

And also with you. 

Lift Up Your hearts..... 

We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..... 

It is right to give our thanks and praise  
 

 

.....   and all the company of heaven  
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:          
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......  in union with Christ's offering for us, 
  as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

 

.....   all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
 

 

Words © 1989 from "A Service of Word and Table; Music © 1992  arranged by Stephen Garnass_Holmes. permission to reproduce 
is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House;  

PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

Prayer Following Communion: 
 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/PrayerChain
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 206 

 

 
Words and Music: Kathleen Thomerson © 1975 Celebration Music; © 1987 GIA Publications Inc. Reprinted and recorded with 

permission under onelicense.net # A-711296    ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
 

*Benediction      
 

Voluntary 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-want-to-walk-as-a-child-of-the-light
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Assisting with Worship today:    
 

Liturgist:                     Karen Manning  

Video and Sound Engineer:      Zac Cook 

Cover Image:       Image created by Staff    
Altar Flowers:       Happy Heavenly Birthday for Hans Walter  
   Given by his loving wife Donna Walter   

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Hymns and Songs from our Hymnals that our not public domain, are used under the copyright 

permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville 

TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296  and/or CCLI Copyright #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by Steven Garnass-Holmes, from UNFOLDING LIGHT MINISTRIES Used by permission.  

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 
 
 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 
https://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  
 

 

Readings for December 8, 2024 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

Malachi 3:1-4 / Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11/ Luke 3:1-6 

 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=2&y=384
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=2&y=384

