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December 24 2024 

 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

 

PROCESSION OF CHRIST CANDLE      

Accompanied by Flute Trio 

  

 

PRELUDE     I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day     

Arr. For Handbells by Linda R. Lamb  
Music: Jean Batiste Calkin Public Domain, arr. for Handbells Linda R. Lamb © 2016 Sound Forth, A 

division of the Lorenz Corp. 750 Old Hickory Blvd. Suite 2-202 Brentwood TN 37027, recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 
  

 

 

 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

 



Page 3 of 16 

 

*LIGHTING OF CHRIST CANDLE      Rice Family  
  

Beloved, today we welcome the Christ Child,  

the fulfillment of our joy,  

as we proclaim with the prophet Isaiah,  

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders;  

and he is named Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).  

 

Christ our joy has come near.  

Emmanuel, God with us,  

has come to dwell with us as a tiny baby.  

“His authority shall grow continually,  

and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom.  

He will establish and uphold it with justice  

and with righteousness  

from this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this” (Isaiah 9:7).  

 

We light this candle as a sign of Christ coming to dwell with us,  

to live in the neighborhood of vulnerable humanity  

as a vulnerable child.  

May the light of Christ  

  warm our hearts and light our way  

  as we share the joy of God’s salvation wherever we go.  

 
 

 

 



Page 4 of 16 

 

*CAROL No. 234      (Verses 1, 2, 3 & 6) 

O Come, All Ye Faithful                             Adeste Fidelis 

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
 

The Congregation may sit. 

 

LESSON       Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9             Henry Wolforth  

The reign of the prince of peace and justice 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-come-all-ye-faithful-1
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CAROL NO. 221 (Verses 1 & 2)                                          

In the Bleak Midwinter                                            CRANHAM 

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

LESSON      Luke 1:26-38              Mary Rosic  

The Annunciation 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-in-the-bleak-midwinter
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CAROL NO. 216 (Verses 1 & 3)                          

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming                         ES IST EIN ROSE 

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

LESSON        Matthew 1:18-23                 John Brown 

                    An Angel speaks to Joseph in a dream  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hymn-presents-savior-as-rose-eer-blooming
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CAROL NO. 230 (VERSES 1 & 2)                            

O Little Town of Bethlehem                                         ST. LOUIS 

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

LESSON       Isaiah 9:2, 6-7          Emily Southard  

                  A child is born, who shall have authority  

 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-little-town-of-bethlehem
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CHOIR CAROL  ††            All bells in paradise by John Rutter 

 

Deep in the cold of winter 

  darkness and silence were everywhere 

  softly and clearly, there came through the stillness 

   a wonderful sound to hear 

Chorus 

All bells in paradise, I heard them ring 

  sounding in majesty the news that they bring 

  all bells in paradise, I heard them ring 

  welcoming our Savior, born on earth, a heavenly King 

  all bells in paradise, I heard them ring 

  Glory to God on high the angel voices sing 

 

Lost in awe and wonder 

  doubting, I asked what this sign might be 

  Christ our Messiah revealed in a stable 

  a marvelous sight, a marvelous sight to see 

Chorus 

 

He comes down in peace, a child in humility 

the keys to his kingdom belong to the poor 

  before him shall kneel the kings with their treasures 

  gold incense and myrrh, gold incense and myrrh 

Chorus 

Words & Music: Arr. John Rutter © 2013 Collegium Music Publications, exclusively licensed worldwide to Oxford University Press, 

Great Clarendon St. Oxford OX2 6 DP; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

   

LESSON       Luke 2:1-7             Michelle Parker  

                     Luke tells of the birth of Jesus  
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CAROL NO. 217 (Verse 1 & 2)                      

Away in a Manger                                   AWAY IN A MANGER        

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

LESSON       Luke 2:8-20                 Alex Wilderman 

                      The shepherds go to the manger  

  

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-away-in-a-manger


Page 10 of 16 

 

CAROL NO. 218 (Verses 1 & 4)                            

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear                                       CAROL   

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 
 

LESSON   John 1:1-5, 9-14, 16, 17        Donna Downes  

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-it-came-upon-a-midnight-clear
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*CAROL NO. 240 (Verse 1 Confirmation class, 2-3 ALL)       

Hark the Herald Angels Sing                             MENDELSSOHN  

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hark-the-herald-angels-sing
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REFLECTION          Pastor Ho-Soon Han  

 

  

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

LORDS PRAYER  (Pg. 895 UMH)   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For 

ever and ever. Amen. 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC         
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DOXOLOGY 
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*CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

 

It was cold and Mary and Joseph were fearful.  

But that did not stop the birth.  

They were poor and had no place fitting for their child.  

But that did not stop the birth.  

They were uncertain about what God wanted from them.  

But that did not stop the birth.  

Today we are still sometimes cold and fearful,  

certainly poor in many ways.  

We often feel we have no place  

  and are unclear about what God wants of us.  

But these things did not stop the birth of Jesus then,  

nor will they now.   

Lord Jesus be born in us today.    

Like Mary and Joseph,  

who trusted in your grace,  

we offer ourselves and our gifts to you.   

Bless our offering  

and hallow our every thought and our every action,  

that Christ may be revealed through them  

to the world that is yet in darkness.  

Amen.  
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* CANDLELIGHT CAROL  

 

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce and record for worship is in accordance with the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

 

*Benediction 

 

VOLUNTARY              Improvisation for Christmas    

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-silent-night-holy-night
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TONIGHTS SERVICE:     

 

Video and Sound Engineer:      Alex Wilderman  

Altar Flowers:                  Poinsettias and Flowers donated by members of the Congregation  

Image on Cover:    By Staff at UMC 

Lesson Readers:  (As Named previously)  

Ushers:    Methodist Youth Fellowship (Youth Group)  

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

***Worship elements Discipleship ministries https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning 

 & unfolding light used by permission.   

 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†† Music premiered by the choir tonight, is dedicated to the Glory of God and in 

thanksgiving for the work of Sylvia Dowst, one time Music Director and the first director of 

what is now the Granite State Choral Society in it’s 50
th

 season.   During her tenure, many 

John Rutter works made their way into the Choir library and are still choir favorites today.   

Merry Christmas from the Choir! 

 

 

 

Readings for December 29, 2024 

First Sunday after Christmas Day Year “C” 

1 Samuel 2:18-26 / Psalm 148 

Colossians 3: 12-17 / Luke 2:41-52 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
https://unfoldinglight.net/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=c&d=8&y=384
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=c&d=8&y=384

