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JANUARY 5, 2025 
 

Holy Communion for the Feast of Epiphany 
 
 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 

Prelude       
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*CALL TO WORSHIP      
 

God of Mystery, your light has led us to you. 

All through our days your Word has shone;  

your star has lit the way. 

You have accompanied us, guided us, and guarded us. 

We have come through miles and years to this place,  

this moment. 

We have come to praise you, to honor you, to worship you. 

We thank you for your grace.  

We wonder at your presence. 

And we are still learning to seek your presence  

and to follow your light. 

We are still asking, “Where is the child?” 

Help us to search,  

and help us to find. 

God, we praise you  

for the One who shepherds your people. 

Alleluia!  

We worship you with thanksgiving and praise. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 220 
 

 
 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The 
United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-angels-from-the-realms-of-glory
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

God, we wish to see ourselves clearly  

with the eyes of love.  

We recall those times  

we have followed the light of your grace  

and moved closer to you, and we give thanks.  

We recall those times  

when we have followed false stars of ego,  

fear, or attachments,   

and have wandered away from you;  

and we ask your forgiveness.  

In Christ we trust your grace.  

Forgive us, heal us,  

and renew your Spirit in us,  

that we may faithfully follow the light of your love. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Beloved, know that all your sins are forgiven entirely;  

and we are set free  

to live by the Spirit each moment  

in the light and grace of God. Alleluia. 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

Old Testament Lesson:                Isaiah 60:1-6                   (Pg. 602) ** 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=12&y=384
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CHOIR CAROL          Born in A Stable            Philip Stopford 

 

Born in a stable in Bethlehem, 

  gently in manger laid, 

  Jesus the King of the human race, 

  grant us your holy peace. 
 

Mary and Joseph watch over him there, 

  Oxen and ass by their side; 

Worship together the Holy babe, 

  Savior of all mankind. 
 

Far from the East there came wise men three 

  bearing their gifts for a King, 

  kneeling to Him who would save the world, 

  Jesus the Lord of all. 
 

Though for our Savior no room was found, 

  Son of the highest of all, 

  still in our hearts there is room for You, 

  come with your holy peace 
Words: Kenneth Steven © 2017; Music: Philip Stopford © 2017 Hal Leonard Music PO Box 13819. Milwaukee WI; reprinted and 

recorded under OneLicense.net License #A-711296 All rights reserved 
 
 
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 
         

 

 
 
 
 

https://philipstopford.com/
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 

 
Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the provisions of The 

United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 
 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-we-three-kings
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*GOSPEL LESSON:            Matthew 2:1-12           (Pg. 783) ** 
 

PRESIDER:    For the word of God in Scripture,  
      For the word of God among us,  

      For the word of God within us,   

ALL:    Thanks be to God!  

 
 

*GLORIA PATRI  
 

 
 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 
 

SERMON     
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

 

"Elevator to God" 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=12&y=384
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*HYMN   

 
Words: Sheila E. Murray © 1994 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream, IL; Music by Carlton Young © 

1994 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place, Carol Stream IL, all Rights reserved; Reprinted and recorded with 
permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-star-child
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 
 

PRAYER SONG  (Verse 1)  

 

 
 

Words: Trad. Polish Carol 1925, Public Domain; Music © 1965 Abingdon Press; Permission to reprint and record 

granted under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

SILENT PRAYER  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

 

PRAYER SONG  (Verse 2, from above)  
 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-infant-holy-infant-lowly-1
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OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

DOXOLOGY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER:  
 

God of love, we offer you our gold: 

  all that we value,  

all we posses or cling to: 

   may it be yours,  

and for your purposes only. 

We offer you our frankincense: 

  our prayers now and in every moment of our lives, 

  that we may live in grateful trust, 

   in reverent joy,  

and in faithful love. 

We offer you our myrrh: 

  knowing we are mortal,  

  we give you these short lives 

  to spend as you would have us spend them. 

We offer to you our dying, 

  that our living may be holy and beautiful. 

These things we offer in the light of your grace 

  and the delight of your loving Christ.   Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    For Epiphany 
 

The Lord be with you....   

And also with you. 

Lift Up Your hearts..... 

We lift them up to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God..... 

It is right to give our thanks and praise  
 

 

.....   and all the company of heaven  
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:          
 

 

 
 
 

......  in union with Christ's offering for us, 
  as we proclaim the mystery of faith…..
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.....   all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
 

 
Words © 1989 from "A Service of Word and Table; Music © 1992  arranged by Stephen Garnass_Holmes. permission to reproduce is granted under the provisions 

of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House;  
PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 
 

Prayer Following Communion:   

 
 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
 
 



Page 14 of 15 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 
Words and Music are in the Public Domain; permission to reproduce is granted under the provisions of The United Methodist 

Hymnal  and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

BENEDICTION 

 
VOLUNTARY    
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-in-the-bleak-midwinter
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Assisting with Worship today:    
Liturgist:                      Jane Combs 

Video and Sound Engineer       John Wilderman 

Altar Flowers: 

Cover Image:        Tissot, James, 1836-1902. Journey of the Magi, from Art in the Christian Tradition, 

a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=56277 [retrieved January 2, 2025]. Original source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Magi_tissot.jpg. 

Background on the Bulletin Cover can be found HERE 
 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public domain and are 

published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to copyright permissions as granted by the 

hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries (umdiscipleship.org) of 

the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com & Discipleship Ministries online resources. 

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used with 

permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  
 

Readings for January 12, 2024 

The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 43:1-7 / Psalm 29 

Acts 8:14-17/ Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56277
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56277
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20250102106371280&code=ACT&RC=56277&Row=4
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=13&y=384
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=13&y=384

