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January 12, 2025 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

Silent Prayer and Time for Centering 
 

Prelude 

                

*CALL TO WORSHIP      ***      

 

Creator God,  

  in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters 

   and you brought forth light. 

Your Spirit gives us birth.  

Your light shines within us. 

Brother Christ, you submitted to baptism in the Jordan River; 

  you immersed yourself in our life. 

Your presence warms us.  

We rejoice in your grace. 

Holy Spirit,  

  your breath gives us life;  

   your flame burns with compassion within us. 

Alleluia!  

We immerse ourselves in your grace, 

  that we may always shine with the light of your love. 

Alleluia! 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

Words: Joachim Neander, 1680; stanzas 1, 3, & 5 translated by Catherine Winkworth, 1863, public domain; stanza 2 

was translated by S. Paul Schilling, 1986, and stanza 4 was translated by Rupert E. Davies, 1983. Translations of 

stanzas 2 and 4 © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by Permission; Music: Public Domain; Reprinted 

and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-praise-to-the-lord-the-almighty


Page 4 of 12 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  *** 

 

Loving God, we are precious in your sight,  

  Yet we often forget that we are your beloved.  

We confess that our love is fickle and inconstant.  

We follow selfish goals  

and deny that our way of life  

harms others and hurts your world.  

We are sorry and we want to change.  

Create in us a clean heart,  

  strengthen our resolve,  

    reconcile us one to another,  

  and bless us with your peace.  

Amen. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   *** 

 

Beloved, God forgives your sins;  

  know that you are pardoned  

and be at peace to love the Lord  

and serve the world. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 

 

 

Old Testament Lesson:        Isaiah 43:1-7          (Pg. 585) *  

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=13&y=384
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ANTHEM   

 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL 

Christmas Joy    

 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  

when the star in the sky has withdrawn, 

when the kings see their prophecy rightly 

fulfilled,  

when the princes and shepherds have gone;  

  then the true work of Christmas begins.   

To find the lost,  

  to heal the broken hearts,  

  to feed the hungry,  

to rebuild the nations,  

to bring peace among all brothers,  

to make music in the heart.   
Words: Howard Thurman (1899-1981), used by permission; Music: Mark Schweizer 

(incorporating Epiphany hymn-tune “Wie Schon Leuchtet Der Morgenstern” Public 

domain) © 2012 St. James Music Press, 4580 State St. #181, Saginaw MI 48603; reprinted 

and recorded under license # 234 
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION 
 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

*GOSPEL LESSON:            Luke 3:15-22         (Pg. 834) ** 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-spirit-of-god-descend-upon-my-heart
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=e&d=13&y=384
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PRESIDER:      For the word of God in Scripture,  

      For the word of God among us,  

      For the word of God within us,   

ALL:    Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI  

 

 

Words and music are in the public domain; permission to reproduce for worship bulletins is granted under the 

provisions of The United Methodist Hymnal and United Methodist Publishing House; PO Box 801, Nashville TN 37202 

 

 

MESSAGE:            Karen Manning 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

"THE POWER OF THE WATER" 
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*HYMN  

 
Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1980 Hope Publishing Co. 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188; Music: Carlton R. Young 

© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville TN; Reprinted and recorded with permission under 

OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-when-jesus-came-to-jordan
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

PRAYER SONG         SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 

 

Chorus 

Spirit of the Living God,  

fall afresh on me; 

  Spirit of the Living God,  

fall afresh on me; 

  Melt me, mold me,  

fill me, use me, 

  Spirit of the Living God,  

fall afresh on me. 

 

Words: Daniel Iverson © 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music; Music: © 1935. Renewed 1963 Birdwing Music; CCLI 

Song #23488; For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License #21279385/#21279392 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG         (See Above) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Follow THIS HYPERLINK if you wish to donate electronically. Thank you for your gift!   

 

http://www.ccli.com/
https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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DOXOLOGY 

 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

 

 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary 
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                      John Wilderman 

Video and Sound Engineer       Sam Tweedy 

Altar Flowers: 

Cover Image:        Verrocchio, Andrea del, 1435?-1488 and Leonardo, da Vinci, 1452-1519. 

Baptism of Christ, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 

Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56067 [retrieved 

January 6, 2025]. Original source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Verrocchio,_Leonardo_da_Vinci_-_Battesimo_di_Cristo_-

_Google_Art_Project.jpg. 

Background on the Bulletin Cover can be found HERE 

 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public domain and 

are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to copyright permissions as 

granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming #21279392 

 

The liturgical resources are used with permission and adapted from: the Discipleship Ministries 

(umdiscipleship.org) of the United Methodist Church, 1908 Grand Ave, Nashville TN 37212  

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com & Discipleship Ministries online 

resources. 

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  

Used with permission.  All Rights Reserved 

 

************************************************************ 

Looking Ahead 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

Readings for January 19, 2025 

The Second Sunday After the Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5 / Psalm 36:5-10 

First Corinthians 12:1-11/ John 2:1-11 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56067
https://www.discoveringdavinci.com/baptism-of-christ
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=108
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=108

