
Page 1 of 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

34 South Main Street 

Rochester, NH 03867 

(603) 948-1225 or (603) 948-1179  

Email at Office@firstumcrochester.org  

 

 

 

mailto:Office@firstumcrochester.org


Page 2 of 12 

 

OCTOBER 27, 2024 
 

 

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

& DEDICATION OF STEWARDSHIP GIFTS 
 

 

(*) The congregation is invited to stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE) Congregation responds 

 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE:        Exuberant Joy       Arnold B. Sherman 

Music: Arnold B. Sherman © 2005 Choristers Guild 12404 Park Central Dr, Suite 100-S Dallas, TX 75251, recorded 

with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP ***                    

Creator God, you give us life, and we thank you! 

Risen Christ,  

  you bless us with your grace, and we praise you! 

Holy Spirit, you give us the power to create and to work,  

  to love and to bless. 

You have given us such rich and wonderful gifts! 

We come to you joyfully, grateful for your generosity. 

Earth is generous with food and air, with color and beauty. 

You are generous with grace and blessing,  

  with love and grace. 

Teach us, God, how to be generous. 

Tell us again the story of your grace,  

  so that we may become a part of it. 

Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit,  

  and transform us by your grace. Alleluia! 

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/service-events
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 
Words: Marty Haugen © 1982 GIA Publications INC.; Music GATHER US IN, © 1982 GIA Publications Inc.; Reprinted and 

recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. ALL Rights Reserved 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-gather-us-in-2
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*SILENT PRAYER 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION *** 

Gentle God, trusting in your tender mercy,  

  we confess our sin to you with one another. 

We confess that we forget you. 

We are so concerned for our own comfort  

  that we forget our neighbors. 

We are so attached to our own will that we forget yours. 

We are so aware of our need, we forget our calling. 

We are so pleased with our possessions  

  that we forget that they are yours. 

Bring us back to mindfulness, God.  

Forgive us and be generous with your grace. 

Heal our hearts, restore your Spirit in us,  

  and re-create us in your image. 

Awaken us to your gifts in us,  

  that we might live by them with trust and courage. 

Lord, have mercy on us, and grant us your peace. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE *** 

Through Christ, God forgives us our failings, 

  and continues to call us  

  into a community of mutual love and forgiveness. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God! Amen. 

 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
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THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:      Psalm 24        (Pg. 436)    NRSV  

 

 

ANTHEM                 Just As I Am             Don Besig & Nancy Price    
 

Through all the trials which life sends my way,  

  through all the troubles I face each day;  

  shadows and clouds may bring doubt and fear,  

  but Lord, I know you are near.   

 

Sometimes the darkness is empty and cold, 

  sometimes I search for a hand to hold.    

Lost and uncertain of what to do,  

  I find my courage in you.    

 

Just as I am without one plea, for you, O Lord, will comfort me. 

Your love alone will set me free!  O Lamb of God, I Come, I come. 

 

I am not worthy but still you forgive,  

  teaching me patiently how to live.   

Humble and thankful, I come to You  

  with love so faithful and true.    

Words: Don Besig and Nancy Price (Incorporating WOODSWORTH public domain words and music) © 1992 Alfred 

Publishing 285 Century Place, suite 100 Louisville, CO 80027; Music: Don Besig © 1992 Alfred Publishing; Reprinted 

and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
 

 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2024&version=NRSVUE
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*HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 

 
Words: Timothy Dudley Smith © 1979 Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL, 60188 Music © 1979 Stainer 

and Bell Ltd and the Methodist Church, UK; Administered in USA by Hope Publishing; Reprinted and recorded with 

permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-gracias-se%C3%B1or
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*EPISTLE LESSON:         2 Corinthians 9-15      (Pg.942)   NRSV  

God provides every blessing in abundance 

 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not regretfully or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that 

by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in 

every good work. As it is written, "He scatters abroad; he gives to the 

poor; his righteousness endures forever." 

He who supplies seed to the Sower and bread for food will supply and 

multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness. 

You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will 

produce thanksgiving to God through us, for the rendering of this 

ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with 

many thanksgivings to God. 

Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to 

the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your 

partnership with them and with all others, while they long for you and 

pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given 

you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

STEWARDSHIP 4 –  

“OUR INDESCRIBABLE GIFT” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NRSVUE
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*HYMN  

 

 

 
Words & Music: Jane Marshall © 1982 Hope Publishing 380 Main Place Carol Stream IL 60188; Reprinted and recorded 

with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.   

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

PRAYER SONG  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-what-gift-can-we-bring
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Words: Taizé Community © 1991 GIA Publications Inc. Music: Jacques Berthier © 1991 GIA Publications Inc; 

Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296. All Rights Reserved.   
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

All:   The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

 

PRAYER SONG   (See Above)  

 

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY IN 2024  
  

PRAYER  

  
PRESENTATION OF COMMITMENT CARDS, TITHES AND OFFERINGS  

 

Thank You for your ongoing support of the ministries of FUMC.   

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC    

https://www.firstumcrochester.org/donate
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DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Music in the public domain; Words by Thomas Ken 1674 and adapted by Gilbert Viera © 1989 by United Methodist 

Publishing House; Reprinted and recorded with permission under OneLicense.net # A-711296; all rights reserved.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
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*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

God, We See What You Have Given                                 NETTLETON  

 

God, we see what you have given; signs of grace are everywhere! 

All around are gifts from heaven — gifts enough for all to share. 

We are stewards of your bounty, called to give as we've received; 

And your blessings have been plenty  

  from the day we first believed. 

 

We are stewards of the richness that you send from heav'n above. 

For in Christ, you gave up greatness,  

humbly showing us your love. 

In a manger gift from heaven! On a cross with love and pain! 

You proclaimed we are forgiven;  

now you send us in your name. 

 

We are stewards of your welcome  

that you showed through Christ the Son. 

In his living and his teaching, Jesus welcomed everyone. 

To the outcast and the stranger, He showed hospitality! 

By your Spirit, may we also give the welcome we've received. 

 

We are stewards, sent out sharing, offering you our very best. 

Through our serving and our caring  

may we give as we've been blessed. 

God of love, may faithful living be much more than Sunday talk. 

Send us loving, serving, giving; help us daily walk your walk! 

 

Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 2010 Carolyn Winfred Gillette; ALL RIGHTS RESERVED Used by permission;  Music: 

john Wyeth’s repository of sacred music 1813, NETTLETON Public Domain 

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

VOLUNTARY                  
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VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:    

Liturgist:                      Trish Croteau   

Video and Sound Engineer:       Sam Tweedy  

Image on Cover:                                  Published by FUMC Staff   

 

Hymns and songs in the United Methodist Hymnal and Supplements that are not in the public 

domain and are published by UM Publishing house or Abingdon Press; are used according to 

copyright permissions as granted by the hymnal publisher, United Methodist Publishing House, PO 

BOX 801 Nashville TN 37202 

 

Use of congregational hymns and songs that are not public domain are reported weekly  

Under our license with onelicense.net # A-711296 and/or CCLI License #21279385 / Streaming 

#21279392 

 

***Worship elements by Steve Garnass Holmes at unfoldinglight.com & Discipleship Ministries 

online resources. 

 

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

 

 

Readings for November 3, 2024 

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Ruth 1:1-18  / Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:11-14 / Mark 12: 28-34 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=82&y=382
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=82&y=382

